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Regular Session, 2008 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 721

BY SENATOR CHAISSON 

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 13:3714(C), relative to the admissibility of certain evidence; to provide for the2

admissibility of blood alcohol concentration test results from a source other than the3

office of state police crime laboratory; to authorize judicial rulings on the4

admissibility of blood alcohol concentration test results when a challenge as to the5

authenticity, reliability, or accuracy of such results is raised in a timely manner; to6

provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  R.S. 13:3714(C) is hereby enacted to read as follows:9

§3714. Charts or records of hospitals, other health care providers; admissibility of10

certified or attested copy; BAC scientific analysis reports11

*          *          *12

C.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section to the contrary, in any13

civil action, whenever the blood alcohol concentration (BAC) test results are14

from a source other than the office of state police crime laboratory of the15

Department of Public Safety and Corrections, if a timely challenge is raised in16

a court of competent jurisdiction to the authenticity, reliability, or accuracy of17

the test results, or to the lack of a proper foundation for the admissibility of the18

test results into evidence, the court shall conduct a hearing to determine the19

validity of the challenge and, if it finds that the challenge is well-founded, the20

court may rule the blood alcohol concentration test results inadmissible.  The21

provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to a proceeding to suspend or22
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disqualify a driver's license pursuant to R.S. 32:661 et seq., R.S. 32:414, or R.S.1

32:414.2.2

Section 2.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not3

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature4

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If5

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become6

effective on the day following such approval.7
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