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Regular Session, 2008 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 15

BY SENATORS DUPRE, ADLEY, ALARIO, BROOME, CASSIDY, CHAISSON,
CHEEK, DONAHUE, DORSEY, ERDEY, B. GAUTREAUX, N.
GAUTREAUX, GRAY, HEBERT, HEITMEIER, KOSTELKA, LONG,
MARIONNEAUX, MARTINY, MCPHERSON, MICHOT, MORRISH,
MOUNT, MURRAY, NEVERS, QUINN, RISER, SHAW, SHEPHERD,
S M I T H ,  T H O M P S O N  A N D  W A L S W O R T H  A N D
REPRESENTATIVES ARMES, AUBERT, BILLIOT, HENRY BURNS,
DIXON, DOERGE, FRANKLIN, GISCLAIR, GUINN, HILL,
HOWARD, MONTOUCET AND POPE 

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 47:463.136, relative to motor vehicle prestige license plates; to provide2

relative to the creation and issuance of a Gold Star motor vehicle prestige license3

plate for immediate family members of those military personnel killed in the line of4

duty; and to provide for related matters.5

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:6

Section 1.  R.S. 47:463.136 is hereby enacted to read as follows:7

§463.136.  Special prestige license plates; Gold Star8

A. The secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections9

shall establish a special prestige license plate to be known as the Gold Star plate.10

The secretary shall not require any minimum number of applicants prior to11

establishing or issuing this plate. The license plate shall be restricted to the12

vehicles provided for in Subsection E of this Section.  The secretary shall design13

the plate, and it shall include the words "Gold Star Family."14

B.  The secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections15

shall issue the prestige license plates, as prescribed herein, on receipt of an16

application and written evidence that the applicant is the owner of a motor17

vehicle and is a member of the immediate family of a member of the armed18
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forces of the United States who lost his life under any of the following1

conditions:2

(1)  During World War I, World War II, or any subsequent period of3

armed hostilities in which the United States was engaged before July 1, 1958.4

(2)  Anytime after June 30, 1958 under any of the following conditions:5

(a)  While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.6

(b)  While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an7

opposing foreign force.8

(c)  While serving with friendly forces engaged in an armed conflict in9

which the United States is not a belligerent party against an opposing armed10

force.11

(3)  Anytime after March 28, 1973, as a result of any of the following:12

(a)  An international terrorist attack against the United States or foreign13

nation friendly to the United States, recognized as such an attack by the14

Secretary of Defense for the United States.15

(b)  Military operations while serving outside the United States,16

including commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States, as17

part of a peacekeeping force.18

C.  For the purposes of this Section, a member of the immediate family19

shall include: a widow or widower, remarried or not; a mother, father,20

stepmother, stepfather, mother through adoption, father through adoption, and21

foster parents who stood in loco parentis; grandparents; each child, stepchild,22

and adopted child; and each brother, half-brother, sister, and half-sister.23

D. The Gold Star motor vehicle prestige license plates shall be issued in24

the same manner as other motor vehicle license plates. Qualified immediate25

family members applying for the plates shall present to the department a copy26

of the death certificate of the armed forces member who lost his life. The charge27

for this license plate shall be the same as for regular license plates and shall28

include a handling fee of three dollars and fifty cents, both to be retained by the29

department for administrative costs.30
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E.  The Gold Star motor vehicle prestige license plates shall be used only1

upon personally or jointly owned private passenger cars, pickup trucks, vans,2

motorcycles, and recreational vehicles registered in the name, or jointly in the3

name, of the member making application, and when issued to the applicant shall4

be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard license plate5

normally issued for the vehicle. The license plate issued hereunder shall not be6

transferable between motor vehicle owners. In the event the owner of a vehicle7

bearing the distinctive plate should sell, trade, exchange, or otherwise dispose8

of it, the plate shall be retained by the owner to whom issued.9

F. The department shall establish rules and regulations as are necessary10

to implement this Section.11

Section 2.  The provisions of this Act shall not become effective until the12

implementation of the Next Generation Motor Vehicle Project of the Department of Public13

Safety and Corrections, office of motor vehicles, is finalized.14
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