10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session, 2008 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 615

BY SENATOR JACKSON

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 46:2604(A) through (D) and to enact R.S. 46:2604(G), relative
to the Children's Cabinet; to provide with respect to the preparation and submission
of the budget; and to provide for related matters.
Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 46:2604(A) through (D) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
46:2604(G) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
82604. Children's budget; preparation and submission
A. In adopting the children's budget annually, the cabinet shall hold such
hearingsand solicit and review suchinformation and recommendationsfrom affected

agencies, including those represented on the Children's Cabinet, and programs

and other sources asit shall find necessary. To the extent possible, the cabinet shall

seek to establish agreement among and support by the affected agencies and

programs with respect to the children's budget.
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SB NO. 615 ENROLLED

3) In reviewing the annual children's budget recommendations, the
executive departments, agencies, and cabinet shall adhere, to the extent possible and

reasonabl e, to the feHowingpotiey-priorities: policy prioritiesasrecommended to

the Children's Cabinet by the Children's Cabinet Advisory Board that are

consider ed, amended or adopted by the Cabinet.
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SB NO. 615 ENROLLED

C. The division of administration shall create and update the Early

Childhood System Integration Budget herein referred to as ECSIB. This

ECSIB shall support and inform the work of the BrightStart initiative,

L ouisiana's commitment to young children ages 0-5 with the goal to develop

service systems integration and partner ships to enhance children's ability to

enter school healthy and ready to learn.

(1) The ECSIB shall provide information needed to make informed

decisions about L ouisiana's early childhood systems. Specifically, the ECSIB

shall assist policymakersto:

(a) Understand the amount and pur pose of current spending on young

children and trends over time, including how dollars ar e allocated to services
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SB NO. 615 ENROLLED

and programs for young children and their families and the source of these

funds.

(b) Identify gaps and unnecessary or duplicative spending.

() Nurture collaboration and partnerships among state entities

pursuing similar goals or program objectives.

(d) ldentify opportunities to increase investments in prevention and

early intervention, aswell asto blend and braid funds.

(e) Guide private sector spending for child and family services and

supports.

(f) Determinethetrend in spending for early childhood efforts.

(q) Determine how money is being allocated and spent in a manner

consistent with stated early childhood goals.

(h) Design results-based accountability projects that align strategic

plans, fiscal analyses, and desired early childhood outcomes.

(i) Identify opportunitiesto secure unmatched federal funding.

(2)The ECSIB shall not be or ganized by department but rather by one

of the four early childhood system components:

(a) Accessto health care.

(b) Social-emotional development and mental health.

(c) Early careand education.

(d) Family support and parenting education.

(3) Program and activity data from the children's budget shall be

entered into one of the early childhood system component areas. Each budget

item shall includethedepartment and agency responsiblefor theprogram. The

cabinet shall coordinate with the office of planning and budget in the division

of administration totrack changesin thechildren'sbudget thr oughout thefiscal

year.
D. The governor's executive budget shal include the governor's
recommended children's budget which shall be a compilation and listing of the

recommended budgets contained in the various schedul es of the executive budget for
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Hies departments, agencies,

programs and activitiesfor children and their families.

G. The executive director of the Children's Cabinet will present the

children's budget to the House Appropriations Committee and the Senate

Finance Committee during their review of the General Appropriation Bill.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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