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HLS 08RS-2479 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE BILL NO. 1302

BY REPRESENTATIVE MARCHAND

STUDENT/ASSESSMENT: Prohibits not promoting or graduating a student who fails to
attain acertain minimum achievement level on aportion of any LEAPtest, including
the graduation test, if the student meets certain criteria

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:24.4(F)(4)(d) and (G)(4)(a) and (c) and to enact R.S.
17:24.4(H), relativeto the L ouisiana Competency-Based Education Program and the
Louisiana Educational Assessment Program; to provide with regard to theimpact of
established proficiency levels on certain tests on the progress or graduation of
students; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:24.4(F)(4)(a) and (G)(4)(a) and (c) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 17:24.4(H) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
824.4. Louisiana Competency-Based Education Program,; statewide standards for
required subjects; L ouisianaEducational Assessment Program; parishor city

school board comprehensive pupil progression plans; use of test results

regarding promotion and graduation of students

* * *

(4@ In addition to the other requirements of this Subsection, the
department shall establish, subject to the approval of the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education, the results on certain of the tests or on certain portions of
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thetests given asrequired in this Subsection in third and seventh grade asindicative
of the student's proficiency in at least mathematics and reading or language arts and
the level of achievement on certain of the tests or on certain portions of the tests
administered in fourth and eighth grade and at the secondary level as definitive of
thelevel of the student's proficiency in mathematics, English/language arts, science,

and social studies.

the The board shall make information available to the public and to the House

Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education indicating where
asample of students who score at the state's proficiency level on the state criterion-
referenced tests score on a national norm-referenced test. The department shall
establish, subject to the approva of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education, the nature and application of various intervention options in the case of

a failure to demonstrate proficiency, which may include remediation, retentron-+

grage; an aternative placement in succeeding grades, or any other option, other than

retention in grade solely on the basis of failure to achieve certain test results, which

will support a student's achieving the required proficiency level.

* * *

(4)(@ The governing body of each school with students required by law or
aruleof the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to participateinthe
Louisiana Educational Assessment Program shall develop a policy with the
participation and input of the committee provided for in this Subsection which shall,
at a minimum, conform to any rule adopted by the State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education regarding pupil promotion. Followingthispolicy, eachteacher
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shall, on anindividualized basis, determine promotion or placement of each student.
Each such governing body may review promotion and placement decisionsin order
to tasdre ensure compliance with its established policy. Review may beinitiated by
the governing body, the superintendent, or a student's parent or guardian. Those
studentswho fail to meet required achievement |evel son the state-administered state-
administered criterion-referenced tests of the Louisiana Educational Assessment
Program shall be offered education programs designed to accelerate progress that
comply with regulations adopted by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education. Such programs shall include, at a minimum, the offering of a summer
school remediation program to all students who do not meet the minimum

achievement level

established by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education rule.

(c) Loca school boards mayregttre shall provide students who fail to meet

the reguired—achtevement established proficiency level on a test necessary—for
promotton-tothenext-grade required by this Section an opportunity to attend a

remediation program, including tegtirthg attending the summer remediation
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H. Thefailure of any student to achieve the minimum level of achievement

on _any portion of any test administered to students pursuant to this Section or

policies adopted by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education that is

required in order for such student to be promoted to the succeeding grade or for

graduation shall not prohibit the student from being promoted or graduated if he

meets all of the following criteria:

(1) Hisscore on such portion of the test is within twenty points of achieving

such minimum level of achievement.

(2) He has maintained at least a B average in the courses related to the

subject matter of such portion of the test for the two preceding school yvears.

* * *

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Marchand HB No. 1302

Abstract: Prohibitsnot promoting or graduating a student who failsto attain the minimum
level of achievement on a portion of any LEAP test, including the graduation test,
required for a student to be promoted or for graduation if he meets certain criteria.

Present law establishes, as part of the Competency Based Education Program, a program of
academic testing of students called the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program or
LEAP. Requiresthe state Dept. of Education, with the approval of BESE, to establish the
levels of student proficiency in at least math and reading or language arts for third and
seventh grade and the levels of performance that are definitive of proficiency in math,
English/languagearts, science, and social studiesinfourth and eighth grade. RequiresBESE
to establish, by rule, the level of proficiency needed for a student to proceed with his
schooling without intervention. Requiresthat each local school board implement the LEAP
tests and establish a promotional policy that forbids the full promotion of a student from
fourth to fifth grade or from eighth to ninth gradeif the student failsto achieve the required
proficiency on certain LEAP tests.

Proposed law continues the requirement for all such tests and continues provisions for
remediation and support of students who do not achieve proficiency levels. Removes
provisions for retention in grade based upon test scores. Prohibits not promoting or
graduating a student who fails to attain the minimum level of achievement on any portion
of any LEAP test, including the graduation test, that is required in order for a student to be
promoted to the succeeding grade or for graduation, provided that he meets all of the
following criteria:

Q) His score on such portion of thetest iswithin 20 points of achieving such minimum
level of achievement.
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2 He has maintained at |east a B average in the courses related to the subject matter of
such portion of the test for the two preceding school years.

(AmendsR.S. 17:24.4(F)(4)(a) and (G)(4)(a) and (c); Adds R.S. 17:24.4(H))
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