HLS 08RS-2414 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE BILL NO. 1249

BY REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON

WILDLIFE/MGT AREAS: Provides with respect to the use of certain ATVsin wildlife
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management areas

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56:109.1, relative to wildlife management areas; to provide for

rules and regulations; to provide for the use of certain vehicles on wildlife

management areas; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 56:109.1 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8109.1. Useof all-terrain vehicle trails on wildlife management areas

A. The department shall keep at least one all-terrain vehicle trail on each
department-owned wildlife management area that has such atrail open throughout
the year. The department may temporarily close the year-round trail if weather or
other conditions render the use of the trail a public safety or an environmental
hazard. Accesstotheyear-roundtrail shall begranted for use by all-terrain vehicles,
motorcycles, horses, and bicycles, under rulesand regulations promul gated under the
Administrative Procedure Act. Persons using the year-round all-terrain vehicletrails
shall possessa WMA permit. A violation of the provisions of the this Section, or
rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, shall constitute a class one
violation.

B. Rules and regul ations providing for the use of al-terrain vehicles used on

wildlife management areas shall not limit the maximum size of such vehiclestoless
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than one thousand two hundred pounds in weight, one hundred fourteen inches in

length, and sixty-one inches in width.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Johnson HB No. 1249

Abstract: Prohibitstherulesand regulations providing for the use of all-terrain vehicleson
wildlife management areas to set a maximum size less than 1,200 Ibs., 114" in
length, and 61" in width.

Present law requires the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheriesto keep at least one ATV trail
open throughout the year at each wildlife management areathat has ATV trails. The
year-round trail shall be available for use by ATV's, motorcycles, horses, and bicycles, as
provided by rules and regulations.

Present law allows the department to temporarily close the year-round trail if weather
or other conditions cause it to become a public safety or environmental hazard. Persons

utilizing the trail shall possessa WMA permit. Violations of present law are class one
violations.

Proposed law retains present law and prohibits the rules and regulations from setting a
maximum size on ATVslessthan 1,200 Ibs., 114" in length, and 61" in width.

(Amends R.S. 56:109.1)
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