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ENROLLED

Regular Session, 2008 ACT No. 160

HOUSE BILL NO. 784

BY REPRESENTATIVE HUTTER

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 32:408(A)(8)(introductory paragraph) and (b)(introductory
paragraph), (B)(2)(introductory paragraph) and (e), and (3)(introductory paragraph)
and (d) and to repeal R.S. 32:408(B)(4)(c), relativeto the requirements of applicants
for certain classes of commercia driver's licenses; to provide for exemptions from
the requirements; to provide for the issuance of endorsements; to provide for
restrictionsto the classes of commercial driver'slicenses; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 32:408(A)(8)(introductory paragraph) and (b)(introductory
paragraph), (B)(2)(introductory paragraph) and (€), and (3)(introductory paragraph) and (d)
are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8408. Examination of applicants required; classes of licenses

A.

(8) Thedepartment may exemptthe permit driversof thefoHoewingvehictes

substitute-test-specificationsfor-suehdrivers: possessing a valid Class "D" or "E"

license issued pursuant to this Chapter to operate the following vehicles without a

commercial driver's license, subject to the following limitations.

eontractor-eommon-—carrier: A farm vehicle which is controlled and operated by a

farmer, including operation by employees or family members, is used to transport
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agricultural products, farm machinery, or farm supplies, to or from a farm, is not

used in the operations of acommon or contract motor carrier, and is used within one

hundred fifty miles of the farmer'sfarm. In order to qualify for this exemption, an

applicant shall meet the following criteria:

* * *

(2) A commercial driver's license shall be required when avehicleis used
in commerce as defined in this Chapter, and is a commercial motor vehicle as
defined in this Chapter. A farmer shall not need acommercial driver'slicense when

operating amotor vehicle as provided for in R:S-32:468(B){2)(e) Subparagraph (€)

of this Paragraph. The department may elect to or, if required by the Federal

Highway Administration, shall change the weight and passenger limits expressed
herein to conform to regulations by the Federal Highway Administration. The
department shall do so by regulations promulgated in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act subject to oversight by the Joint Legidative
Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works. The different classes
of drivers licensesto be issued shall be asfollows:

(e) Class"E" Driver'sLicense - "Persona Vehicle"

Permits the operation of any single motor vehicle under ten thousand one
pounds gross vehicleweight rating or any such vehicletowing avehiclenot in excess

of ten thousand pounds gross vehicle weight rating; any personal use of recreational

vehicle or combination of vehicles—any—farm—vehicte—ttitized—n—agricutturat
movements—as-deftned—a—this—Chapter; or any vehicle which is not within the

definition of Group "A", "B", "C", or "D" and not utilized in the transportation of
materials found to be hazardous under the provision of the Hazardous Materias
Transportation Act which requires the vehicle to bear a placard under provisions of

the Hazardous M aterials Regulations (49 CFR Part 78 172, Subpart F). Thisclass
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of vehicles does not include the operation of motorcycles and motor scooters except

as an endorsement to the basic license.

(3) Thedepartment shall issueendorsementsfor commercial drivers licenses
if applicants for such endorsements pass the appropriate knowledge and skills tests

necessary for issuance of the endorsement and if the applicant passes any requisite

security assessment for issuance of a particular endorsement. However, if an

applicant for an endorsement is eligible for a waiver of the test requirements
pursuant to any applicable federal waiver program implemented by the department
at the time the applicant applies for the endorsement, the department shall issue the
endorsement to the applicant. A federal waiver program may be implemented at the

department'sdiscretion. Thefollowing endorsementsshall beavailableto theclasses

of commercial drivers' licenses;

* * *

(d) "H" - hazardous materials. This endorsement may be issued only if the

department receives a "Determination of No Security Threat" from the

Transportation Security Administration. This endorsement shall be denied or

revoked if the Transportation Security Administration issues a"Determination of a

Threat" assessment.

Section 2. R.S. 32:408(B)(4)(c) is hereby repeaed in its entirety.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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