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HLS 08RS-1347 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE BILL NO. 661

BY REPRESENTATIVES LAFONTA, ELBERT GUILLORY, AND MICKEY
GUILLORY

CRIMINAL/PROCEDURE: Amends provisions of law regarding eligibility to participate
in work release programs

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 15:1199.3(7), 1199.9(B), 1199.10(B)(1), 1199.11, and
1199.12(D)(2), (3), and (4) as enacted in Act No. 106 of the 2008 Regular Session
and to enact R.S. 15:1199.12(F), relative to inmate rehabilitation and workforce
development work release programs, to amend the definition of workforce
development work release; to clarify provisions of law regarding workforce
development work release; to provide for awarding of credit for apprenticeship
programs or similar on-the-job training programs; to provide that the program does
not supersede certification or licensing requirements as otherwise required by law;
and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. RS 15:11199.3(7), 1199.9(B), 1199.10(B)(1), 1199.11, and
1199.12(D)(2), (3), and (4) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 15:1199.12(F) is
hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1199.3. Definitions
Asused in this Part, the following words have the following meanings:
(7) "Workforce devel opment work release” means a program for on-the-job

training of inmates who are participating in or have completed the inmate

rehabilitation and workforce development program authorized by the provisions of

this Part.
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81199.9. Workforce development work release for graduates of program

administered by the department

B. Workforce development work release shall be for inmates who have

have completed the one-year

intensive training program and are either licensed or certified as askilled craftsman

or are working toward licensing or certification in acraft pursuant to the provisions

of this Part.

81199.10. Workforce development work release for graduates of the program

administered by the sheriff

as-a—skiHed-eraftsman completed the one-year intensive training program and is

either licensed or certified as a skilled craftsman or is working toward licensing or

certification in a craft pursuant to the provisions of this Part may participate in a
workforce development work release program administered by the sheriff.
§1199.11. Traditional work release programs not affected
Participationinworkforce devel opment work rel ease programsasauthorized
by the provisions of R.S. 15:1199.9 and 1199.10 shall not be construed to prohibit
an inmate from participating in awork rel ease program authorized by the provisions
of R.S.15:711 or 1111if theinmateisotherwiseeligiblefor participation. However,

only those inmates who have

teensed-asskitted-eraftsmen compl eted the one-year intensive training program and

areeither licensed or certified asaskilled craftsman or areworking toward licensing

or certification in a craft pursuant to the provisions of this Part may participate in

Page 2 of 5

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



oS o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

HLS 08RS-1347 ENGROSSED

HB NO. 661

workforce development work release as authorized by the provisions of R.S.
15:1199.9 and 1199.10.

§1199.12. Program duration; development; selection of craft

* * *

(2) Upon completion of the one-year intensive training program, the inmate

shalt may qualify for any necessary examination to become a skilled craftsman

provided the inmate is otherwise eligible and fulfills the requirements required for

licensing or certification in the selected craft. If the inmate is not qualified for

licensing or certification in the selected craft upon completion of the one-year

intensive training program, the inmate may qualify for any available continuing

training, including apprenticeship, or similar on-the-job training required for

certification or licensing in the selected craft.

(3 The inmate shall take any necessary examination required for

certification or licensing as-a-sktted-eraftsman in the selected craft if the inmateis

otherwise dligible and fulfills the requirements for taking the examination.

(4) Upon successful completion of any certification or licensing asa skilled
craftsman, the inmate shall begin a one-year workforce development work release

program. The department may provide by rule for the crediting of work release to

fulfill the requirements of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.

* * *

F. The provisions of this Part shall not be construed to relieve an inmate

from _meeting any certification or _licensing requirements for a selected craft

established by a professional licensing board or association or which are otherwise

provided for by law.
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DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

LaFonta HB No. 661

Abstract: Amends provisions of law regarding the Inmate Rehabilitation and Workforce
Development Act.

Present law Act No. 106 of the 2008 R.S. created the | nmate Rehabilitation and Workforce
Development program administered by DPS& C.

Present law defines "workforce development work release” as a program for on-the-job
training of inmates who have completed the inmate rehabilitation and workforce
development program.

Proposed law retains present law and includesinmates who are participating in the program.

Present law provides that eligible inmates who have been admitted to the program shall
participate in one-year intensive training in a selected craft.

Proposed |aw retains these provisions of present law.

Present law provides that upon completion of the program, the inmate shall qualify for any
necessary examination to become a skilled craftsman. The inmate shall take any necessary
examination for certification or licensing as a skilled craftsman and shall begin a one-year
workforcedevel opment work rel ease program. Upon compl etion of the program, theinmate
shall be placed upon supervised parole for the remainder of his sentence.

Proposed law provides that upon completion of the one-year intensive training program, an
inmate may qualify for any necessary examination to become a skilled craftsman provided
the inmate is otherwise eligible and fulfills the requirements required for licensing or
certification in the selected craft. If theinmateisnot qualified for licensing or certification
in the selected craft upon compl etion of the one-year intensive training program, theinmate
may qualify for any available continuing training, including apprenticeship, or similar on-
the-job training required for certification or licensing in the selected craft.

Proposed law provides that proposed law shall not be construed to relieve an inmate from
meeting any certification or licensing requirements for a selected craft established by a
professional licensing board or association or which are otherwise provided for by law.

(AmendsR.S. 15:1199.3(7), 1199.9(B), 1199.10(B)(1), 1199.11, and 1199.12(D)(2), (3), and
(4); AddsR.S. 15:1199.12(F))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Administration of Criminal
Justice to the original bill.

1 Removes provisions regarding work release digibility.

2. Adds provisions regarding the Inmate Rehabilitation and Workforce
Development Act (Act No. 106 of the 2008 R.S.).
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3. Provides that workforce development work release includes inmates who are
participating in the inmate rehabilitation and workforce development program.

4, Addsthat provided upon completion of the one-year intensive training program,
an inmate may qualify for any necessary examination to become a skilled
craftsman provided theinmate is otherwise eligible and fulfills the requirements
required for licensing or certification in the selected craft. If the inmate is not
qualifiedfor licensing or certificationin the sel ected craft upon completion of the
one-year intensive training program, the inmate may qualify for any available
continuing training, including apprenticeship, or similar on-the-job training
required for certification or licensing in the selected craft.

5. Provides that DPS& C may provide by rule for the crediting of work release to
fulfill the requirements of licensing as a skilled craftsman.

6. Addsthat provisions of proposed law shall not be construed to relieve aninmate
from meeting any certification or licensing requirements for a selected craft
established by a professiona licensing board or association or which are
otherwise provided for by law.
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