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HLS 08RS-835 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE BILL NO. 787

BY REPRESENTATIVE TRAHAN

TEACHERS/CERTIFICATION: Exempts certain persons with ADD or any learning
disability from taking the examination required for teacher certification

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:7(6)(b)(i)(dd), relative to teacher certification requirements;
to exempt certain persons from having to take the examination required for
certification; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:7(6)(b)(i)(dd) ishereby amended and reenacted to read asfollows:
§7. Duties, functions, and responsibilities of board
Inaddition to theauthoritiesgranted by R.S. 17:6 and any powers, duties, and

responsibilities vested by any other applicable laws, the board shall:

(6)
(b)(i)

(dd) Except as otherwise provided by this Subitem, Fhe the examination

shall be administered to each student in a teacher education program at a public
college or university in Louisiana prior to graduation and shall be administered to
teachers certified in other states at any time such examinationisoffered. Theboard
shall prescribeother qualificationsand requirementsand shall consider other factors.

Any student in ateacher education program who has attention deficit disorder or any
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learning disability as certified by the dean of the college of education at the state

public college or university that the student attends shall not be required to take the

examination administered in accordance with the provisions of this Paragraph.

* * *

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legidative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Trahan HB No. 787

Abstract: Exempts students with ADD or any learning disability who are in teacher
education programs from having to take the examination required for teacher
certification.

Present law (R.S. 17:7(6)) requiresthe State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) to prescribe the qualifications and provide for the certification of teachers in
accordance with applicable law. Requires, aspart of such teacher certification process, that
any person applying for certification as a teacher in a public school shall have passed
satisfactorily an examination as a prerequisite to the granting of such certificate. Specifies
that such examination include English proficiency, pedagogical knowledge, and knowledge
in the person's area of specialization. Provides that the examination shall be administered
to each student in ateacher education program at a public college or university in La. prior
to graduation and shall be administered to teachers certified in other states at any time such
examinationisoffered. Further providesthat BESE shall prescribe other qualifications and
requirements and shall consider other factors.

Proposed law retains present law but exempts any student in a teacher education program
who has attention deficit disorder or any learning disability as certified by the dean of the
college of education at the state public college or university that the student attends from
having to take the examination administered in accordance with present law.

(Amends R.S. 17:7(6)(b)(i)(dd))
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