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SLS 08RS-1568 REENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2008
SENATE BILL NO. 706

BY SENATOR CROWE

TOPS. Createsthe TOPS-Tech Plus Award. (7/1/09)

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3048.1(H)(2) and to enact R.S. 17:3048.1(B)(4), relative to
the Tuition Opportunity Program for Students; to provide for the TOPS-Tech Plus
Award; to provide relative to initial and continuation eligibility requirements; to
providerelative to award applications; to provide for award amounts; to provide for
the length of eligibility; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:3048.1(H)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

17:3048.1(B)(4) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§3048.1. Program awards; ligibility; amounts; limitations; funding; administration

* * *

(4)(a) Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year and ther eafter, aspart

of the L ouisiana T uition Opportunity Program for Students, any student who

hasbeen awar ded and maintained diqibility for a TOPS-Tech Award and who
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has successfully completed the requirements for and has been awarded an

associate degree with a minimum cumulative grade point aver age of 2.50 on a

4.00 scale while enrolled in an €eligible college or university as provided in

Subsection A of this Section shall qualify for a" TOPS-Tech Plus Award."

(b) The state shall financially assist the recipient of a TOPS-Tech Plus

Award who enrollson afull-time basisin a public college or university in this

state or a regionally accredited independent college or university in this state

that is a member of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and

Universities, to pursue an academic associate or under graduate degr ee.

(c) Any student who applies for and qualifies for a TOPS-Tech Plus

Award who enrolled in an €ligible college or university to pursue an academic

associate or undergraduate degree, shall be awarded by the state the same

amount provided to a student who is awarded the Opportunity Award in

accordance with Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section.

(d) To maintain continued state payment of the amount provided to a

recipient of a TOPS-Tech Plus Award, a student must meet the continuation

reguirementsestablished for ar ecipient of theOpportunity Award asprovided

in Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section.

(e) The administering agency shall provide by rule adopted in

accor dancewith the Administrative Procedur eAct for theadministration of the

TOPS-Tech Plus Award, including application and registration procedures,

timelines and deadlines, and reporting requirements for eligible colleges and

univer sities.

(2)(a) No student shall beeligiblefor tuition payment pursuant to this Section
for the TOPS-Tech Award for more than two years unless an extension isgranted by

the administering agency in accordance with itsrules.
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(b) No student shall be dligible for tuition payment pursuant to this

Section for the TOPS-Tech Plus Award for more than four semesters or an

equivalent number of units in an eligible institution which operates on a

schedulebased on unitsother than semester s, unlessan extension isgr anted by

the administering agency in accor dance with itsrules.

* * *

Section 2. This Act shall become effective July 1, 2009.

The original instrument was prepared by Jeanne Johnston. The following
digest, which does not constitute a part of the legislative instrument, was
prepared by Martha Hess.

DIGEST
Crowe (SB 706)

Present law providesaprogram of merit scholarshipsfor first timefreshman attending public
postsecondary institutions or regionally accredited independent colleges or universitiesin
this state who meet a specified GPA, ACT score, and core curriculum regquirements as
follows:

1. Opportunity Award in the amount of actual tuition for attendance at apublic college
or university, or the state average of public four-year colleges tuition for attendance
at aregionally accredited independent college or university.

2. Performance Award in the amount of actual tuition plus $200 per semester for
attendance at a public college or university, or the state average of public four-year
colleges' tuition plus $200 per semester for attendance at a regionally accredited
independent college or university.

3. Honors Award in the amount of actual tuition plus $400 per semester for attendance
at a public college or university, or the state average of public four-year colleges
tuition plus $400 per semester for attendance at aregionally accredited independent
college or university.

4, TOPS-Tech Award in the amount of actual tuition for those enrolled in a
postsecondary institution pursuing nonacademic skills or occupational training.

5. TOPS-Tech Early Start Award in the amount of $150/three-hour or equivalent time
course taken by eligible 11" and 12" grade high school students enrolled in
Louisiana public postsecondary education and pursuing an industry-based
occupational or vocational-technical credential.

Proposed law retains present law and additionally establishes an additional award - the
TOPS-Tech Plus Award - for TOPS-Tech Award recipients who have been awarded an
associate degree with a minimum GPA of 2.50 on 4.00 scale and who enroll in an eligible
college or university to pursue an academic associate or undergraduate degree.

Proposed law providesthat the recipient of a TOPS-Tech Plus Award shall receive from the
state an amount equal to that provided to recipients of the Opportunity Award.

Proposed law requires TOPS-Tech Plus Award recipients to meet the continuation
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requirements established in present law for Opportunity Award recipients.

Proposed law limits eligibility of the TOPS-Tech Plus Award to four semesters or an
equivaent number of unitsin an eligible institution which operates on a schedule based on
units other than semesters, unless an extension is granted by the administering agency in
accordance with itsrules.

Proposed law requires the office of student financial assistance to adopt rules for the
administration of the TOPS-Tech Plus Award.

Effective July 1, 20009.

(AddsR.S. 17:3048.1(B)(4) and (H)(3))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Education to the
original bill.

1 Requires TOPS-Tech Award recipients to earn an associate degree to be
eligible for the TOPS-Tech Plus Award.

2. Deletes specific application deadline and requires the office of student
financial assistance to provide by rule for program administration.

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on_ Finance to the
engrossed hill.

1. Changes effective date from signature of the governor to July 1, 2009.
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