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Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE STUDY REQUEST NO. 11

BY REPRESENTATIVE HARDY

COURTS/APPELLATE: Requeststhe House Judiciary Committeeto study the geographic
options of construction of the new courthouse for the Third Circuit Court of Appeal

A STUDY REQUEST

To the House Committee on Judiciary to conduct a study to determine the most

geographically feasible location, in either Lake Charles or Lafayette, for a

courthouse to house the Third Circuit Court of Appeal, and to report itsfindingsto

the House of Representatives prior to the convening of the 2009 Regular Session.

WHEREAS, the Third Circuit Court of Appeal is, geographicaly, the largest
appellant circuit in Louisiana, encompassing twenty-one parishes in an area that stretches
from the Gulf of Mexico through the northern portions of the state, and from the Texas
border to the Mississippi border; and

WHEREAS, the Third Circuit Court of Appeal currently operates from a main
courthouse in Lake Charles and from satellite offices located in Jena, Many, Ferriday, Ville
Platte, Opelousas, L afayette, New Iberia, and Abbeville; and

WHEREAS, the potential sites for a new construction are located on or near
Calcasieu Lake, which sustained notable damage during Hurricane Rita; and

WHEREAS, because the current courthouse was built in 1991, it has been discussed
that the Third Circuit Court of Appeal remain in the current courthouse to avoid the
considerable expenditures that will be necessary for the construction of a new courthouse;
and

WHEREAS, during the 2008 Regular Session, legislation was introduced to change

the domicile of the Third Circuit Court of Appeal to L afayette and that anew courthouse be
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constructed in Lafayette, asit is more centrally located than Lake Charlesand lesslikely to
be affected by damage from future hurricanes; and

WHEREAS, moving the domicile of the court to L afayette would consolidate the
offices of six judges and potentially serve the need of the largest number of people with its
desirable |ocation and lower insurance and land costs; and

WHEREAS, athird option hasbeen discussed which urgesthe study of thefeasibility
and desirability of a dual domicile for the Third Circuit Court of Appea which would
include retaining the current building in Lake Charles as one domicile for the court and
constructing a new building in Lafayette as the other; and

WHEREAS, the study should take into consideration the cost of insurance for all
locations, whether any of the potential sites are located in flood zones, any potentia
hurricane or storm damage of a lakefront building, and accessibility for the people of the
Third Circuit.

THEREFORE, the Legidature of Louisiana does hereby request that the House
Committee on Judiciary conduct a study to determine the most geographically feasible
location, in either Lake Charles or Lafayette, for a courthouse to house the Third Circuit
Court of Appeal, and report its findings to the House of Representatives prior to the

convening of the 2009 Regular Session.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Hardy HSR No. 11

Requests that the House Committee on Judiciary conduct a study to determine the most
geographically feasible location, in either Lake Charles or Lafayette, for a courthouse to
house the Third Circuit Court of Appeal, and report its findings to the House of
Representatives prior to the convening of the 2009 R.S.
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