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BILL SUMMARY
•

Provides that the existing procedure for filing a petition for a protection order for
the alleged commission of menacing by stalking or a sexually oriented offense
applies to offenders who are 18 years of age or older.

•

Requires a petition for a protection order against a respondent who is a minor to be
filed in the juvenile division of the court of common pleas in the county in which the
petitioner resides.

•

Creates a procedure in the Juvenile Code, parallel to the existing procedure, for
seeking a criminal protection order against a minor respondent pursuant to which a
person alleges that (1) the respondent committed felonious assault, aggravated
assault, assault, aggravated menacing, menacing by stalking, menacing, or
aggravated trespass, a sexually oriented offense, or a violation of a municipal
ordinance that is substantially equivalent to any of those offenses against the person,
and (2) the respondent is less than 18 years of age.

•

Provides that a petition for a criminal protection order against a minor respondent
may be filed by any person on behalf of that person, any parent or adult family or
household member on behalf of any other family or household member, or any
person who is determined by the court in its discretion as an appropriate person to
seek relief on behalf of any child.

•

Authorizes the juvenile court, after appropriate hearings, to issue a criminal
protection order that contains terms designed to ensure the safety and protection of
the person to be protected, including the electronic monitoring of the respondent
upon certain allegations and findings, and requires the protection order to clearly
state that the person to be protected cannot waive or nullify by invitation or consent
any requirement in the order.

•

Provides that the juvenile court may determine if the respondent who is less than 18
years of age is entitled to court‐appointed counsel in the proceeding for a criminal
protection order.

•

Allows victims of domestic violence to apply for a civil protection order or consent
agreement in the juvenile division of the court of common pleas of the county in
which the person to be protected resides if the respondent is under 18 years of age.

•

Requires that a criminal protection order or a civil protection order or consent
agreement against a respondent who is under 18 years of age include a provision
that the juvenile court will automatically seal the records of the proceeding in which
the order is issued or the agreement approved on the date the respondent attains 19
years of age unless the petitioner provides the court with evidence that the
respondent has not complied with all of the terms of the order or agreement and
requires the order or agreement to specify the date when the respondent attains 19
years of age.

•

Requires a juvenile court that issues a criminal or civil protection order or approves
a consent agreement against a person who is under 18 years of age to automatically
seal all of the records of the proceeding in which the order was issued or the
agreement approved on the date the person against whom the order was issued or
the agreement approved attains 19 years of age if the court determines that the
person has complied with all of the terms of the order or agreement and requires a
juvenile court to automatically seal all of the records in the applicable proceeding if
it does not issue any criminal protection order or civil protection order or approve
any consent agreement in the proceeding.

•

Provides that if a juvenile court determines that a person who is under 18 years of
age and against whom a protection order or consent agreement is issued or
approved did not comply with all of the terms of the protection order or consent
agreement, the juvenile court must consider sealing all of the records of the
proceeding upon the courtʹs own motion or the application of the person and the
motion or application may be made at any time after two years after the expiration
of the protection order or consent agreement.
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•

Includes violating a criminal or civil protection order or a consent agreement
obtained against a respondent who is under 18 years of age under the above
described procedures in a juvenile court within the offense of ʺviolating a protection
order.ʺ

•

Expands the jurisdiction of the juvenile court to hear and determine matters
involving protection orders or consent agreements against a child and to enforce
those orders or agreements until a date certain but not later than the date the child
attains 19 years of age.

•

Includes a foster parent in the definition of ʺfamily or household memberʺ in the
criminal and civil domestic violence laws.

•

Permits the Attorney General to represent any Court of Appeals, Court of Appeals
judge, or Court of Appeals employee in a case brought against the court, judge, or
employee that does not seek monetary relief.

•

Provides that the court is no longer required to electronically monitor an indigent
minor who is the subject of a protection order issued under the bill once the
maximum amount of $300,000 that can be paid out of the Reparations Fund for
electronic monitoring under protection orders and consent agreements is reached.

•

Designates the statewide communications network of information, data, and
statistics used by Ohio law enforcement agencies as the Ohio Law Enforcement
Gateway and creates the offense of unauthorized use of the Ohio Law Enforcement
Gateway, a felony of the fifth degree.

•

Provides that in Butler County, the judges of the division of domestic relations also
have concurrent jurisdiction with the judges of the juvenile division with respect to
certain types of cases regarding custody, support, or custody and support of a child.

•

Provides for the establishment by court rule of certain specified fees to be charged
by the municipal court, the county court, the juvenile court, the probate court, and
the court of common pleas, increases the permissive limit of those fees, and requires
that the proposed rule be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county where the court is located not less than 30 days before adopting the rule.

•

Increases the additional filing fee in the municipal court, county court, and court of
common pleas from $26 to $31 that is for the charitable public purpose of providing
financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support
the office of the Public Defender and provides that the Ohio Legal Assistance
Foundation or any recipient of financial assistance from the Ohio Legal Assistance
Foundation that receives, or benefits from, any portion of the additional filing fees is
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prohibited from bringing or maintaining any action for damages against the state or
its political subdivisions, except if the sole amount sought is restitutionary damages
or damages measured by economic loss to one or more plaintiffs.
•

Provides that the State Treasurer will deposit 3% of the funds described in the
previous dot point to the credit of the civil case filing fee fund and 97% of the funds
to the credit of the legal aid fund.
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CONTENT AND OPERATION
Criminal protection orders
Existing law
Petition for protection order

Generally, any person may petition the court for a protection order from another
person allegedly engaging in a violation of R.C. 2903.211 (menacing by stalking) or a
sexually oriented offense (see COMMENT 1). Additionally, any parent or adult
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household member may seek such relief on behalf of any other family or household
member. The petition must be filed with the court of common pleas in the county in
which the person to be protected by the protection order resides and must contain all of
the following (R.C. 2903.214(C)):
(1) An allegation that the respondent engaged in a violation of R.C. 2903.211
(menacing by stalking), or committed a sexually oriented offense, against the person to
be protected by the protection order, including a description of the nature and extent of
the violation.
(2) If the petitioner seeks relief in the form of electronic monitoring of the
respondent, an allegation that at any time preceding the filing of the petition the
respondent engaged in conduct that would cause a reasonable person to believe that the
health, welfare, or safety of the person to be protected was at risk, a description of the
nature and extent of that conduct, and an allegation that the respondent presents a
continuing danger to the person to be protected;
(3) A request for relief.
Additionally, the petitioner may request a temporary ex parte order, and the
court must hold an ex parte hearing as soon as possible after the petition is filed, but not
later than the next day after the court is in session after the petition is filed. The court
may issue an ex parte order if the court finds it necessary for the safety and protection of
the person to be protected, including that the person is in ʺimmediate and present
danger.ʺ ʺImmediate and present dangerʺ includes, but is not limited to, situations in
which the respondent has threatened the person to be protected by the protection order
with bodily harm, or in which the respondent previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to menacing by stalking or a sexually oriented offense against the person
to be protected by the protection order. An ex parte hearing is followed by a full hearing
within ten court days. (R.C. 2903.214(D)(1) and (2)(a).)
Issuance of protection order

After the appropriate hearings, the court may issue a protection order that
ensures the safety and protection of the person to be protected, including, but not
limited to, a requirement that the respondent refrain from entering the residence,
school, business, or place of employment of the petitioner or family or household
member. If the court includes such a requirement in the order, it also must include a
provision that the order cannot be waived or nullified by an invitation to the alleged
offender from the complainant to enter the residence, school, business, or place of
employment or by the alleged offenderʹs entry into one of those places otherwise upon
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the consent of the petitioner or family or household member. (R.C. 2903.214(E)(1)(a)
and (5)(a).)
If the court considering a petition that includes an allegation of the type
described above in paragraph (2) under ʺPetition for protection orderʺ or the court
upon its own motion, finds upon clear and convincing evidence that the petitioner
reasonably believed that the respondentʹs conduct at any time preceding the filing of
the petition endangered the health, welfare, or safety of the person to be protected and
that the respondent presents a continuing danger to the person to be protected, the
court may order that the respondent be electronically monitored for a period of time
and under the terms and conditions that the court determines are appropriate.
Electronic monitoring is in addition to any other relief granted to the petitioner. (R.C.
2903.214(E)(1)(b).)
In the protection order, the court may also include a provision that requires the
petitioner to do, or refrain from doing, an act that the court may require the respondent
to do, or refrain from doing. This provision may be included in the protection order
only when all of the following circumstances exist (R.C. 2903.214(E)(3)):
(1) The respondent files a separate petition for a protection order.
(2) The petitioner is served with notice of the respondentʹs petition at least 48
hours before the court holds a hearing with respect to the respondentʹs petition, or the
petitioner waives the right to receive this notice.
(3) If the petitioner has requested an ex parte order, the court does not delay any
hearing beyond the time specified in the order to consolidate the hearing with a hearing
on the petition filed by the respondent.
(4) After a full hearing at which the respondent presents evidence in support of
the request for a protection order and the petitioner is afforded an opportunity to
defend against that evidence, the court determines that the petitioner has committed
menacing by stalking, has committed a sexually oriented offense, or has violated
another protection order relative to the person to be protected by the protection order.
Duration of protection order

A protection order is valid until a date certain but not later than five years after
the date of its issuance (R.C. 2903.214(E)(2)(a)).
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Operation of the bill
Existing procedure for obtaining criminal protection order

The bill modifies the procedure for obtaining under R.C. 2903.214 a protection
order against a person who allegedly engaged in menacing by stalking or a sexually
oriented offense (existing procedure described above in ʺExisting lawʺ) by requiring
the petition for the protection order to allege that the respondent (person against whom
the protection order is obtained) is 18 years of age or older. This change limits the
existing procedure to respondents who are 18 years of age or older.
(R.C.
2903.214(C)(1).) The bill also modifies the conditions for requiring an electronic
monitoring device for a respondent (see ʺElectronic monitoring,ʺ below).
New procedure for obtaining a criminal protection order

The bill also creates a similar procedure for obtaining a criminal protection order
against a person who is under 18 years of age. The new procedure is the same
structurally as the existing procedure but applies only to respondents who are under 18
years of age. Under the bill, any of the following may seek relief by filing a petition
with the juvenile division of the court of common pleas of the county in which the
person to be protected by the protection order resides: any person on behalf of that
person, any parent or adult family or household member on behalf of any other family
or household member,1 or any person who is determined by the court in its discretion
as an appropriate person to seek relief on behalf of any child. The bill specifies that the
petition for the protection order must contain or state: (1) an allegation that the
respondent (defined as a person who is under 18 years of age and against whom a
petition is filed) engaged in a violation of R.C. 2903.11 (felonious assault), 2903.12
(aggravated assault), 2903.13 (assault), 2903.21 (aggravated menacing), 2903.211
(menacing by stalking), 2903.22 (menacing), or 2911.211 (aggravated trespass) (hereafter
ʺcovered offensesʺ) (see COMMENT 2 to 8), committed a sexually oriented offense, or
engaged in a violation of any municipal ordinance that is substantially equivalent to
any of those offenses against the person to be protected by the protection order,
including a description of the nature and extent of the violation, (2) an allegation similar
to paragraph (2) in ʺPetition for protection orderʺ under ʺExisting law,ʺ above, if the
petitioner seeks relief in the form of electronic monitoring of the respondent, and (3) a
request for relief under the new procedure. The bill authorizes the court, in its
discretion, to determine whether or not to give notice that a petition has been filed on
behalf of a child to a parent of the child if the petition was filed by any person other
than a parent of the child or to any person who is determined by the court to be an
1

See ʺCivil protection order available for a victim of domestic violence,ʺ below, for the definition of
ʺfamily or household member.ʺ
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appropriate person to receive notice of the filing of the petition. (R.C. 2151.34(A), (B),
and (C).)
Ex parte hearing and order; notice of full hearing

Under the bill, the petitioner (defined as a person who files a petition under the
new procedure and includes a person on whose behalf such a petition is filed) may
request a temporary ex parte order, and the court must hold an ex parte hearing as soon
as possible after the petition is filed, but not later than the next day after the court is in
session after the petition is filed. The court may issue an ex parte order if the court finds
it necessary for the safety and protection of the person to be protected, including that
the person is in ʺimmediate and present danger.ʺ ʺImmediate and present dangerʺ
includes, but is not limited to, situations in which the respondent has threatened the
person to be protected by the protection order with bodily harm, or in which the
respondent previously has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been adjudicated a
delinquent child for committing any of the covered offenses, a sexually oriented offense,
or a violation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially equivalent to any of those
offenses against the person to be protected by the protection order. An ex parte hearing
is followed by a full hearing within ten court days. The court must give the respondent
notice of, and an opportunity to be heard at, the full hearing and also must give notice
of the full hearing to the respondentʹs parent, guardian, or legal custodian. (R.C.
2151.34(A)(5) and (D)(1) and (2)(a).)
Issuance of protection order

The bill provides that after an ex parte or full hearing, the court may issue any
protection order, with or without bond, that contains terms designed to ensure the
safety and protection of the person to be protected by the protection order. A
protection order must clearly state that the person to be protected by the order cannot
waive or nullify by invitation or consent any requirement in the order. (R.C.
2151.34(E)(1)(a) and (5)(a).) If the court considering a petition that includes an
allegation of the type described above in paragraph (2) under ʺNew procedure for
obtaining a criminal protection order,ʺ or the court upon its own motion, finds upon
clear and convincing evidence that the petitioner reasonably believed that the
respondentʹs conduct at any time preceding the filing of the petition endangered the
health, welfare, or safety of the person to be protected and that the respondent presents
a continuing danger to the person to be protected and if the provisions regarding
electronic monitoring discussed below under ʺElectronic monitoringʺ do not prohibit
the issuance of an order that the respondent be electronically monitored, the court may
order that the respondent be electronically monitored for a period of time and under the
terms and conditions that the court determines are appropriate. Electronic monitoring
is in addition to any other relief granted to the petitioner. (R.C. 2151.34(E)(1)(b).)
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In the protection order, the court may not include a provision that requires the
petitioner to do, or refrain from doing, an act that the court may require the respondent
to do, or refrain from doing unless all of the same circumstances as described above in
paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) in ʺIssuance of protection orderʺ under ʺExisting lawʺ
exist and if, after a full hearing at which the respondent presents evidence in support of
the request for a protection order and the petitioner is afforded an opportunity to
defend against that evidence, the court determines that the petitioner has committed
any of the covered offenses, a sexually oriented offense, or a violation of any municipal
ordinance that is substantially equivalent to any of those offenses against the person to
be protected by that protection order or has violated a protection order issued under the
new procedure or under R.C. 2903.213 (protection order issued as a pretrial condition of
release of certain alleged offenders) relative to the person to be protected by that
protection order. (R.C. 2151.34(E)(3).)
The bill requires that a protection order issued pursuant to the new procedure
include a provision that the court will automatically seal all of the records of the
proceeding in which the order is issued on the date the respondent attains the age of 19
years unless the petitioner provides the court with evidence that the respondent has not
complied with all of the terms of the protection order. The protection order must
specify the date when the respondent attains the age of 19 years. (R.C. 2151.34(E)(6).)
The bill further requires the court to direct that a copy of the protection order be
delivered to the respondent and the respondentʹs parent, guardian, or legal custodian
on the same day the order is issued (R.C. 2151.34(F)(1)).
Duration of protection order

The bill provides that any protection order issued under the above described
new procedure is valid until a date certain but not later than the date the respondent
attains 19 years of age (R.C. 2151.34(E)(2)(a)).
Court determines if respondent is entitled to appointed counsel

The bill permits the court, in its discretion, to determine if the respondent is
entitled to court‐appointed counsel in the new procedures discussed above for
protection orders obtained against a person under 18 years of age (R.C. 2151.34(O)).

Electronic monitoring
Under existing law, the Reparations Fund can be used for certain purposes,
including to pay the costs of installation and monitoring of an electronic monitoring
device used in the monitoring of a respondent pursuant to an electronic monitoring
order issued by a court under R.C. 2903.214(E)(1)(b) (law regarding issuance of a
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protection order involving menacing by stalking) if the court determines that the
respondent is indigent or in the monitoring of an offender pursuant to an electronic
monitoring order issued under R.C. 2919.27(B)(5) (law regarding violating certain
protection orders) if the court determines that the offender is indigent. The bill also
allows the Reparations Fund to be used to pay the costs of installation and monitoring
of an electronic monitoring device used in the monitoring of a respondent pursuant to
an electronic monitoring order issued by a court under R.C. 2151.34(E)(1)(b) (law
enacted by the bill regarding issuance of a protection order in certain circumstances
when the offender is under 18 years of age). (R.C. 2743.191(A)(1)(n).)
Existing law provides that if the court orders electronic monitoring of the
respondent related to the issuance of a protection order issued against the respondent in
a case involving menacing by stalking, the court must direct the sheriffʹs office or any
other appropriate law enforcement agency to install the electronic monitoring device
and to monitor the respondent. Unless the court determines that the respondent is
indigent, the court must order the respondent to pay the cost of the installation and
monitoring of the electronic monitoring device. If the court determines that the
respondent is indigent, the cost of the installation and monitoring of the electronic
monitoring device may be paid out of the funds from the Reparations Fund. The total
amount of costs for the installation and monitoring of electronic monitoring devices
from the Reparations Fund for orders issued in a case involving menacing by stalking
cannot exceed $300,000 per year. (R.C. 2903.214(N)(1).)
Existing law authorizes the Attorney General (AG) to promulgate rules pursuant
to R.C. 111.15 to govern payments made from the Reparations Fund pursuant to the
provision described above. The rules may include reasonable limits on the total cost
paid pursuant to the provision described above per respondent, the amount of the
$300,000 allocated to each county, and how many invoices may be submitted by a
county, court, or other entity.
Under the bill, the cost of the installation and monitoring of the electronic
monitoring device for an indigent respondent in a case involving menacing by stalking
as discussed above is specifically subject to the maximum allowable to be paid in any
rule from the Reparations Fund and the rules promulgated by the AG. The bill further
provides that the total amount of the costs for the installation and monitoring of
electronic devices for indigent respondents paid in cases involving menacing by
stalking (existing law), cases involving respondents who are under 18 years of age and
are subject to a protection order issued under R.C. 2151.34 (added by the bill), and cases
involving respondents who are electronically monitored pursuant to R.C. 2919.27 due to
a violation of a protection order (added by the bill) from the Reparations Fund cannot
exceed $300,000 per year. In addition, the bill requires the rules of the AG to apply to
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payments made from the Fund for all three types of electronic monitoring.
2919.27(N)(1) and (2).)

(R.C.

Existing law provides that if an offender violates R.C. 2919.27 by violating a
protection order issued under R.C. 2903.214 (menacing by stalking protection order)
that required electronic monitoring of the offender, the court may require in addition to
any other sentence imposed on the offender that the offender be electronically
monitored for a period not exceeding five years by a law enforcement agency
designated by the court. If the court determines that the offender is indigent, the costs
of the installation of the electronic monitoring device and the cost of monitoring the
electronic monitoring device must be paid out of the funds from the Reparations Fund.
Under the bill, the costs of the installation of the electronic monitoring device and the
cost of the monitoring device may be paid out of the funds from the Reparations Fund.
The bill also states that this provision applies to the violation of a protection order
issued under R.C. 2151.34 (law regarding issuance of a protection order in certain
circumstances when the offender is under 18 years of age) that required electronic
monitoring of the offender. Furthermore, the bill states that the total amount paid from
the Reparations Fund for electronic monitoring under this provision and R.C. 2151.34
and 2903.214 cannot exceed $300,000 per year and that the costs of the installation of the
electronic monitoring device and the cost of monitoring the electronic monitoring
device is subject to the maximum amount allowable out of the Reparations Fund and
the rules promulgated by the Attorney General. (R.C. 2919.27(B)(5).)
Under the bill, if the court orders electronic monitoring of the respondent under
R.C. 2151.34 (law regarding issuance of a protection order in certain circumstances
when the offender is under 18 years of age), the court must follow the same procedures
as for the electronic monitoring of an offender subject to a protection order for
menacing by stalking described above. If the court determines that the respondent is
indigent and subject to the maximum amount allowable to be paid out in any year from
the Reparations Fund and the rules promulgated by the Attorney General, the cost of
the installation and monitoring of the electronic monitoring device may be paid out of
funds from the Reparations Fund. The total amount paid from the Reparations Fund
for electronic monitoring under R.C. 2151.34, 2903.214, and 2919.27 cannot exceed
$300,000 per year. When the total amount paid from the Reparations Fund in any year
for electronic monitoring under those R.C. sections equals or exceeds $300,000, the court
cannot order pursuant to R.C. 2151.34 (law regarding issuance of a protection order in
certain circumstances when the offender is under 18 years of age) that an indigent
respondent be electronically monitored. (R.C. 2151.34(N)(1).)
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Offense of "violating a protection order"
Existing law prohibits, in part, a person from recklessly violating the terms of a
menacing by stalking protection order, a protection order issued as a pretrial condition
of release of a person who allegedly committed the offenses of felonious assault,
aggravated assault, assault, aggravated menacing, menacing by stalking, menacing,
aggravated trespass, a violation of a municipal ordinance similar to assault, aggravated
menacing, menacing by stalking, menacing, or aggravated trespass, or a sexually
oriented offense, a civil domestic violence protection order or consent agreement, or a
protection order issued as a pretrial condition of release of a person who allegedly
committed any of certain offenses against a family or household member (R.C.
2919.27(A)(1) and (2)). A person who violates this provision is guilty of ʺviolating a
protection order,ʺ generally a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of a protection order,
two or more offenses of aggravated menacing, menacing by stalking, menacing, or
aggravated trespass that involved the same person who is the subject of the protection
order or consent agreement, or one or more offenses of ʺviolating a protection order,ʺ
ʺviolating a protection orderʺ is a felony of the fifth degree. If the protection order
violated by the offender was a menacing by stalking protection order that required
electronic monitoring of the offender, the court may require in addition to any other
sentence imposed upon the offender that the offender be electronically monitored for a
period not exceeding five years by a law enforcement agency designated by the court. If
the court requires that the offender be electronically monitored, unless the court
determines that the offender is indigent, the court must order that the offender pay the
costs of the installation of the electronic monitoring device and the cost of monitoring
the electronic monitoring device. If the court determines that the offender is indigent,
the costs of the installation of the electronic monitoring device and the cost of
monitoring the electronic monitoring device must be paid out of funds from the
Reparations Fund created pursuant to R.C. 2743.191. (R.C. 2919.27(B).)
The bill prohibits a person from recklessly violating the terms of a protection
order issued against a person who is under 18 years of age under the new procedure
created by the bill. The penalty for violating this prohibition is the same as for violating
the existing prohibition against violating the terms of a protection order. The bill also
applies the above described electronic monitoring sanction in existing law if the
protection order violated by the offender was an order that was issued under the new
procedure and required electronic monitoring of the offender. (R.C. 2919.27(A)(2) and
(B).)
The bill provides that a person who violates a protection order obtained under
the new procedure is subject to a delinquent child proceeding or a criminal prosecution
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for the offense of ʺviolating a protection orderʺ if a violation of the order constitutes
such an offense or to punishment for contempt of court. (R.C. 2151.34(K)(1).)

Civil protection order available for a victim of domestic violence
Existing law
Under existing law, a victim of domestic violence may apply for a civil protection
order or consent agreement.2 The petition for a protection order must contain an
allegation that the respondent has engaged in domestic violence against a ʺfamily or
household memberʺ (defined below) of the respondent, including a description of the
nature and extent of the domestic violence; the relationship of the respondent to the
petitioner, and to the victim if other than the petitioner; and a request for relief. (R.C.
3113.31(C).) If a court grants a protection order or consent agreement, the order or
agreement may contain any of the following provisions (R.C. 3113.31(E)(1)):
(1) A direction that the respondent refrain from abusing or from committing
sexually oriented offenses against the family or household members;
(2) A grant of possession of the residence or household to the petitioner or other
family or household member, to the exclusion of the respondent, by evicting the
respondent, when the residence or household is owned or leased solely by the
petitioner or other family or household member, or an order to the respondent to vacate
the premises, when the residence or household is jointly owned or leased by the
respondent and the petitioner or other family or household member;
(3) When the respondent has a duty to support the petitioner or other family or
household member living in the residence and the respondent is the sole owner or
lessee of the residence, a grant of possession of the residence to the petitioner or other
family or household member, to the exclusion of the respondent, by ordering the
respondent to vacate the premises, or, in the case of a consent agreement, allow the
respondent to provide suitable, alternative housing;
(4) A temporary allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of,
or an establishment of temporary parenting time rights with regard to, minor children,

For purposes of a civil protection order, ʺdomestic violenceʺ is defined as the occurrence of one or more
of the following acts against a family or household member (R.C. 3113.31(A)(1)): (1) attempting to cause
or recklessly causing bodily injury, (2) placing another person by the threat of force in fear of imminent
physical harm or committing a violation of R.C. 2903.211 (menacing by stalking) or R.C. 2911.211
(aggravated trespass), (3) committing any act with respect to a child that would result in the child being
an abused child, or (4) committing a sexually oriented offense.
2
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if no other court has determined, or is determining, the allocation of parental rights and
responsibilities for the minor children or parenting time rights;
(5) A requirement that the respondent maintain support, if the respondent
customarily provides for or contributes to the support of the family or household
member, or if the respondent has a duty to support the petitioner or family or
household member;
(6) A requirement that the respondent, petitioner, victim of domestic violence, or
any combination of those persons, seek counseling;
(7) A requirement that the respondent refrain from entering the residence,
school, business, or place of employment of the petitioner or family or household
member;
(8) A grant of other relief that the court considers equitable and fair, including,
but not limited to, an order that the respondent permit the use of a motor vehicle by the
petitioner or other family or household member and the apportionment of household
and family personal property.
A protection order or consent agreement approved by a court under R.C. 3113.31
generally is valid for a specific time period, not to exceed five years from the date of
issuance or approval (R.C. 3113.31(E)(3)(a)).
Current law defines a ʺfamily or household memberʺ for purposes of the law
dealing with civil protection orders as any of the following (R.C. 3113.31(A)(3)):
(1) Any of the following persons who is residing or has resided with the
respondent:
(a) A spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of the respondent;
(b) A parent or a child of the respondent, or another person related by
consanguinity or affinity to the respondent;
(c) A parent or a child of a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of
the respondent, or another person related by consanguinity or affinity to a spouse,
person living as a spouse, or former spouse of the respondent.
(2) The natural parent of any child of whom the respondent is the other natural
parent or is the putative other natural parent.
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Operation of the bill
The bill expands the definition of ʺfamily or household memberʺ to include a
foster parent; thus, a foster parent could apply for a civil protection order or consent
agreement under the procedure discussed above in ʺExisting law.ʺ
(R.C.
3113.31(A)(3)(a)(ii).)
The bill also allows victims of domestic violence to apply for a civil protection
order or consent agreement in the juvenile division of the court of common pleas of the
county in which the person to be protected resides if the respondent is under 18 years
old. (R.C. 3113.31(A)(2).)
The bill provides that, for the purposes of an ex parte order, ʺimmediate and
present dangerʺ includes a situation in which the respondent previously has been
adjudicated a delinquent child for an offense that constitutes domestic violence against
a family or household member (R.C. 3113.31(D)(1)).
The bill includes within the relevant factors that a court must consider when
considering whether to modify or terminate a protection order or consent agreement
issued under R.C. 3113.31 whether the respondent has been adjudicated a delinquent
child for an offense of violence since the issuance of the protection order or approval of
the consent agreement (R.C. 3113.31(E)(8)(c)(vii)).
The bill requires that any civil protection order issued or consent agreement
approved include a provision that the court will automatically seal all of the records of
the proceeding in which the order is issued or agreement approved on the date the
respondent attains the age of 19 years unless the petitioner provides the court with
evidence that the respondent has not complied with all of the terms of the order or
agreement. The protection order or consent agreement must specify the date when the
respondent attains the age of 19 years. (R.C. 3113.31(E)(9).)
The bill provides that a person who violates a civil protection order or consent
agreement is subject to a criminal prosecution or a delinquent child proceeding (added by
the bill) for the offense of ʺviolating a protection orderʺ if a violation of the order or
agreement constitutes such an offense. It also provides that punishment of the person
for contempt of court does not bar criminal prosecution or a delinquent child proceeding
(added by the bill) (R.C. 3113.31(L)).
The bill provides that any protection order issued or consent agreement
approved is valid until a date certain, not later than the date a respondent who is less
than 18 years of age attains 19 years of age (R.C. 3113.31(E)(3)(a)).
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The bill clarifies that nothing under the Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order
Law prohibits the domestic relations division of a court of common pleas (in counties
that have a domestic relations division) or a court of common pleas (in counties that do
not have a domestic relations division) from designating a minor child as a protected
party on a protection order or consent agreement (R.C. 3113.31(O)).

Sealing of juvenile court records in protection order proceedings
The bill requires a juvenile court that issues a protection order or approves a
consent agreement against a minor under the new procedure for the issuance of
criminal protection orders or the procedure for the issuance of civil domestic violence
protection orders to automatically seal all of the records of the proceeding in which the
order was issued or the agreement approved on the date the person against whom the
protection order was issued or the consent agreement approved attains the age of 19
years if the court determines that the person has complied with all of terms of the order
or agreement. The bill requires a juvenile court to automatically seal all of the records
in the applicable proceeding if it does not issue any criminal protection order or civil
domestic violence protection order or approve any consent agreement in the
proceeding. (R.C. 2151.358(D)(1) and (2).)
If a juvenile court that issues a protection order or approves a consent agreement
under the new procedure for the issuance of criminal protection orders or the procedure
for the issuance of civil domestic violence protection orders determines that the person
against whom the protection order was issued or the consent agreement approved has
not complied with all of the terms of the protection order or consent agreement, the
court must consider sealing all of the records of the proceeding in which the order was
issued or agreement approved upon the courtʹs own motion or upon the application of
a person. The court may make the motion or the person who is the subject of the
records under consideration may apply for an order sealing the records of the
proceeding at any time after two years after the expiration of the protection order or
consent agreement. In making a determination whether to seal records pursuant to this
provision, all of the following apply (R.C. 2151.358(D)(3)):
(1) The court may require a person filing an application to submit any relevant
documentation to support the application.
(2) The court must promptly notify the victim or the victimʹs attorney of any
proceedings to seal records initiated pursuant to this provision.
(3) The victim or the victimʹs attorney may file a response with the court within
30 days of receiving notice of the sealing proceedings.
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If the victim or the victimʹs attorney does not file a response with the court or if
the victim or the victimʹs attorney files a response but indicates that the victim or the
victimʹs attorney does not object to the sealing of the records, the court may order the
records of the person that are under consideration to be sealed without conducting a
hearing on the motion or application. If the court decides in its discretion to conduct a
hearing on the motion or application, the court must conduct the hearing within 30
days after making that decision and must give notice, by regular mail, of the date, time,
and location of the hearing to the victim or the victimʹs attorney and to the person who
is the subject of the records under consideration.
If the victim or the victimʹs attorney files a response with the court that indicates
that the victim or the victimʹs attorney objects to the sealing of the records, the court
must conduct a hearing on the motion or application within 30 days after the court
receives the response. The court must give notice, by regular mail, of the date, time,
and location of the hearing to the victim or the victimʹs attorney and to the person who
is the subject of the records under consideration.
(4) After conducting a hearing or after due consideration when a hearing is not
conducted, the court may order the records of the person that are the subject of the
motion or application to be sealed.
Inspection of the records sealed may be made only by the following persons or
for the following purposes (R.C. 2151.358(D)(4)):
(1) By any law enforcement officer or any prosecutor, or the assistants of the law
enforcement officer or prosecutor, to determine whether the nature and character of the
offense with which a person is to be charged would be affected by virtue of the personʹs
previously having been convicted of a crime;
(2) By the parole or probation officer of the person who is the subject of the
records, for the exclusive use of the officer in supervising the person while the person is
on parole or under a community control sanction or a post‐release control sanction, and
in making inquiries and written reports as requested by the court or adult parole
authority;
(3) Upon application by the person who is the subject of the records, by the
persons named in that personʹs application;
(4) By a law enforcement officer who was involved in the case, for use in the
officerʹs defense of a civil action arising out of the officerʹs involvement in that case;
(5) By any prosecuting attorney or the assistants of the prosecuting attorney to
determine a defendantʹs eligibility to enter a pre‐trial diversion program;
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(6) By any law enforcement agency or any authorized employee of a law
enforcement agency or by the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction as part of a
background investigation of a person who applies for employment with the agency as a
law enforcement officer or with the Department as a corrections officer;
(7) By any law enforcement agency or any authorized employee of a law
enforcement agency, for the purposes set forth below, and in the manner provided
below, for law enforcement investigatory work product;
(8) By the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation or any authorized
employee of the Bureau for the purpose of providing information to a board or person
pursuant to R.C. 109.57(F) or (G);
(9) By the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation or any authorized
employee of the Bureau for the purpose of performing a criminal history records check
on a person to whom a certificate as prescribed in R.C. 109.77 is to be awarded;
(10) By the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation or any
authorized employee of the Bureau for the purpose of conducting a criminal records
check of an individual pursuant to R.C. 109.572(B) that was requested pursuant to any
of the provisions identified in R.C. 109.572(B)(1);
(11) By the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, an authorized
employee of the Bureau, a sheriff, or an authorized employee of a sheriff in connection
with a criminal records check described in R.C. 311.41 (criminal records check in
connection with a license to carry a concealed handgun);
(12) By the Attorney General or an authorized employee of the Attorney General
or a court for purposes of determining a personʹs classification pursuant to R.C. Ch.
2950. (law regarding sexual predators, habitual sexual offenders, and sexually oriented
offenders).
When the nature and character of the offense with which a person is to be
charged would be affected by the information, it may be used for the purpose of
charging the person with an offense.

Juvenile court's exclusive jurisdiction over new protection order procedure
and civil protection orders and consent agreements for victims of domestic
violence
The bill specifies that the juvenile court has exclusive original jurisdiction to hear
and determine petitions for a protection order against a child under the new procedure
described above or existing R.C. 3113.31 (civil domestic violence protection orders and

Legislative Service Commission

-18-

Sub. H.B. 10

consent agreements) and to enforce a protection order issued or consent agreement
approved under that procedure or section against a child until a date certain but not
later than the date the child is 19 years of age. The bill also specifies that, in exercising
its exclusive original jurisdiction with respect to that proceeding or section in which the
respondent is a child, the juvenile court retains all dispositionary powers consistent
with existing Rules of Juvenile Procedure and may also exercise its discretion to
adjudicate the proceedings, including the issuance of protection orders or the approval
of consent agreements. (R.C. 2151.23(A)(16) and (J).) The bill, for the purposes of Ohio
law regarding delinquent children and juvenile traffic offenders, includes with the
definition of ʺchildʺ any person who, while 18 years of age, violates the prohibition
against violating certain types of protection orders, by violating a protection order
issued or consent agreement approved under R.C. 2151.34 or 3113.31 and that this
person is considered a child for the purposes of the violation of the prohibition against
violating a protection order. (R.C. 2152.01(C)(7).)

Inclusion of foster parents as victims under the domestic violence laws
The criminal offense of domestic violence
Existing law

Existing law prohibits a person from doing any of the following (R.C. 2919.25):
(1) Knowingly causing or attempting to cause physical harm to a family or
household member (a violation of which is a M1, F4, or F3);
(2) Recklessly causing serious physical harm to a family or household member (a
violation of which is a M1, F4, or F3);
(3) By threat of force, knowingly causing a family or household member to
believe that the offender will cause imminent physical harm to the family or household
member (a violation of which is a M4, M2, or M1).
A violation of any of these prohibitions is the offense of ʺdomestic violence.ʺ
Current law defines a ʺfamily or household memberʺ as any of the following
persons (R.C. 2919.25(F)(1)):
(1) Any of the following persons who is residing or has resided with the
offender;
(a) A spouse, person living as a spouse, or a former spouse of the offender;
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(b) A parent or child of the offender, or another person related by consanguinity
or affinity to the offender;
(c) A parent or a child of a spouse, person living as a spouse, or a former spouse
of the offender, or another person related by consanguinity or affinity to a spouse,
person living as a spouse, or former spouse of the offender.
(2) The natural parent of any child of whom the offender is the other natural
parent or is the putative other natural parent.
Operation of the bill

The bill adds a foster parent to the definition of ʺfamily or household member,ʺ
so that a ʺfamily or household memberʺ means, among other persons, a parent, a foster
parent, or a child of the offender, or another person related by consanguinity or affinity
to the offender (R.C. 2919.25(F)(1)(a)(ii)).
Shelters for domestic violence victims
Existing law

R.C. 3113.33 to 3113.40 establishes a funding mechanism for shelters for domestic
violence victims. Under these provisions, ʺdomestic violenceʺ means attempting to
cause or causing bodily injury to a family or household member by threat of force in
fear of imminent physical harm (R.C. 3113.33(A).) Current law defines a ʺfamily or
household memberʺ similarly to the definition in the offense of domestic violence and
the domestic violence civil protection statute as meaning one of the following (R.C.
3113.33(B)):
(1) Any of the following who is residing or has resided with the person
committing the domestic violence:
(a) A spouse, a person living as a spouse, or a former spouse of the person
committing the domestic violence;
(b) A parent or child of the person committing the domestic violence, or another
person related by consanguinity or affinity to the person committing the domestic
violence;
(c) A parent or a child of a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of
the person committing domestic violence, or another person related by consanguinity
or affinity to a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of the person
committing domestic violence.
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(d) The dependents of any person listed in (a), (b), or (c), above.
(2) The natural parent of any child of whom the person committing the domestic
violence is the other natural parent or is the putative other natural parent.
Operation of the bill

The bill expands the definition of ʺfamily or household memberʺ in that law to
include a foster parent. (R.C. 3113.33(B)(1)(b).)

Attorney General's representation of a Court of Appeals judge or an
employee of a Court of Appeals
Existing law provides that upon the receipt of a written request by any officer or
employee, the Attorney General generally must represent and defend the officer or
employee in any civil action instituted against the officer or employee (R.C. 109.361‐‐not
in the bill). Existing law defines in part ʺofficer or employeeʺ to include a person who,
at the time a cause of action against the person arises, is serving in an elected or
appointed office or position with the state or is employed by the state (R.C.
109.36(A)(1)(a)). ʺStateʺ means the state of Ohio, including but not limited to, the
General Assembly, the Supreme Court, the offices of all elected state officers, and all
departments, boards, offices, commissions, agencies, institutions, and other
instrumentalities of the state of Ohio. ʺStateʺ does not include political subdivisions.
(R.C. 109.36(B).) ʺEmployerʺ means the General Assembly, the Supreme Court, any
office of an elected state officer, or any department, board, office, commission, agency,
institution, or other instrumentality of the state of Ohio that employs or contracts with
an officer or employee or to which an officer or employee is elected or appointed (R.C.
109.36(D)). The bill includes ʺCourts of Appealsʺ within the definition of both ʺstateʺ
and ʺemployer,ʺ thereby generally requiring the Attorney General to represent a Court
of Appeals, a Court of Appeals judge, or an employee of a Court of Appeals in any civil
action instituted against that judge or employee if that judge or employee submits a
written request to the Attorney General.

Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway
Existing law allows the Superintendent of the Bureau of Criminal Identification
and Investigation to establish and operate a statewide communications network to
gather and disseminate information, data, and statistics for the use of law enforcement
agencies and for other specified uses. The bill designates this network as the Ohio Law
Enforcement Gateway. (R.C. 109.57(C)(1).)
The bill permits the Attorney General to adopt rules under R.C. Ch. 119.
establishing guidelines for the operation of and participation in the Ohio Law
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Enforcement Gateway. The rules may include criteria for granting and restricting
access to information gathered and disseminated through the Ohio Law Enforcement
Gateway. The Attorney General may appoint a steering committee to advise the
Attorney General in the operation of the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway that is
comprised of persons who are representatives of the criminal justice agencies in this
state that use the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway and is chaired by the Superintendent
or the Superintendentʹs designee. (R.C. 109.57(C)(4).)
Existing law provides that the certain specified information and materials
furnished to the Superintendent pursuant to R.C. 109.57(A) and certain specified
information and materials furnished to any board or person under R.C. 109.57(F) or (G)
are not public records under R.C. 149.43. The bill provides that information, data, and
statistics gathered or disseminated through the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway also
are not public records under R.C. 149.43. (R.C. 109.57(D).)
The bill also prohibits a person from knowingly gaining access to, attempting to
gain access to, causing access to be granted to, or disseminating information gained
from access to the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway without the consent of, or beyond
the scope of the express or implied consent of, the Superintendent of the Bureau of
Criminal Identification and Investigation. Whoever violates this prohibition is guilty of
unauthorized use of the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway, a felony of the fifth degree.
(R.C. 2913.04(D) and (I).) The bill also makes technical, cross‐reference changes to R.C.
2913.04.

Legal aid fund filing fees
Existing law requires municipal courts and county courts in all of their divisions
except the small claims division, and courts of common pleas to collect the sum of $26
as additional filing fees in each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public
purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the
state and to support the office of the State Public Defender. All such moneys collected
during a month except for an amount equal to up to 1% of those moneys retained to
cover administrative costs must be transmitted on or before the 20th day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the State Treasurer in a manner prescribed
by the State Treasurer or by the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation. The State Treasurer
must deposit 4% of the funds collected to the credit of the Civil Case Filing Fee Fund
and 96% of the funds collected to the credit of the Legal Aid Fund. (R.C. 1901.26(C),
1907.24(C), and 2303.201(C).) The bill increases this additional filing fee to $31 and
requires the State Treasurer to deposit 3% of the funds collected to the credit of the Civil
Case Filing Fee Fund and 97% of the funds collected to the credit of the Legal Aid Fund.
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Existing law provided that these requirements do not apply to, among other
things, proceedings in a common pleas court concerning annulments, dissolutions of
marriage, divorces, legal separation, spousal support, marital property or separate
property distribution, support, or other domestic relations matters or to a probate
division of a court of common pleas, except that the additional filing fees apply to name
change, guardianship, adoption, and decedentsʹ estate proceedings. The bill provides
that these requirements do not apply to a domestic relations division of a court of
common pleas, except that the additional filing fee does apply to proceedings
concerning annulments, dissolutions of marriage, divorces, and legal separations and
clarifies that the additional filing fees apply to the full administration of decedentsʹ
estates. (R.C. 2303.201(C).)
The bill also provides that the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation or any recipient
of financial assistance from the Foundation that receives, or benefits from, any portion
of the above‐described additional filing fees that are collected and transmitted is
prohibited from bringing or maintaining any action for damages against the state or its
political subdivisions, except if the sole amount sought is restitutionary damages or
damages measured by economic loss to one or more plaintiffs (R.C. 1901.26(C),
1907.24(C), and 2303.201(C)).

Computerization of the court
Municipal court
Under existing law, a municipal court may determine that for the efficient
operation of the court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to make
available computerized legal research, or to do both. Upon making a determination
that additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes, the court must
include in its schedule of fees and costs one additional fee not to exceed $3 on the filing
of each cause of action or appeal and must direct the clerk of the court to charge the fee.
The bill provides that if the court makes this determination the additional fee may not
exceed $6, removes the requirement that the court include the additional fee in its
schedule of fees and costs and instead requires the court upon making that
determination to establish by rule and charge the additional fee, and requires the clerk
of the court, not less than 30 days before the court adopts this rule to publish a notice in
a paper of general circulation in the county in which the municipal court is located
setting forth the proposed rule. (R.C. 1901.261(A)(1).)
Existing law also provides that a municipal court may determine that, for the
efficient operation of the court, additional funds are required to computerize the office
of the clerk of the court and, upon that determination, may include in its schedule of
fees and costs an additional fee not to exceed $10 on the filing of each cause of action for
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appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each certificate of judgment, or on the
docketing and indexing of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or modify
specified judgment. The bill provides that if the court makes this determination the
additional fee may not exceed $20, that the funds may be used to make technological
advances to the office of the clerk of the court, that if the court makes this determination
the court must establish this additional fee by rule and charge this additional fee instead
of including the additional fee in its schedule of fees and costs, and that, not less than 30
days before the court adopts this rule, the clerk of the court must publish a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the municipal court is located
setting forth the proposed rule. (R.C. 1901.261(B)(1).)
Probate court
Under existing law, the probate judge may determine that, for the efficient
operation of the probate court, additional funds are required to computerize the court,
make available computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making a
determination that additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes,
the probate judge shall charge a fee not to exceed $3 or authorize and direct a deputy
clerk of the probate court to charge a fee not to exceed $3, in addition to other specified
fees. The bill provides that if the court makes this determination the additional fee may
not exceed $5, that upon making that determination the judge must establish this
additional fee by rule, and that not less than 30 days before adopting this rule, the
probate judge must publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county
in which the probate court is located setting forth the proposed rule. (R.C.
2101.162(A)(1).)
Existing law also provides that the probate judge may determine that, for the
efficient operation of the probate court, additional funds are required to computerize
the office of the clerk of the court and, upon that determination, may charge a fee not to
exceed $10, or authorize and direct a deputy clerk of the probate court to charge a fee,
not to exceed $10 in addition to other specified fees. The bill provides that if the judge
makes this determination the additional fee may not exceed $20, that upon making that
determination the probate judge establish this fee by rule, and that not less than 30 days
before adopting this rule, the probate judge must publish a notice in a newspaper of
general circulation in which the probate court is located setting forth the proposed rule.
(R.C. 2101.162(B)(1).)
Juvenile court
Under existing law, the juvenile judge may determine that, for the efficient
operation of the juvenile court, additional funds are required to computerize the court,
to make available computerized legal research services, or both. Upon making a
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determination that additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes,
the judge must do one of the following (R.C. 2151.541(A)(1)):
(1) If the judge is clerk of the court, charge one additional fee not to exceed $3 on
the filing of a specified cause or action or appeal;
(2) If the clerk of the court of common pleas services as the clerk of the juvenile
court, authorize and direct the clerk to charge one additional fee not to exceed $3 on the
filing of a specified cause of action or appeal.
The bill provides that if the judge makes this determination this additional fee
may not exceed $6, that upon making that determination the judge establish the
additional fee by rule, and that not later than 30 days before adopting this rule, the
judge or the clerk, whichever is applicable, must publish a notice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county in which the juvenile court is located setting forth the
proposed rule (R.C. 2151.541(A)(1)).
Existing law also provides that if the juvenile judge is the clerk of the juvenile
court, the judge may determine that, for the efficient operation of the juvenile court,
additional funds are required to computerize the clerkʹs office and, upon that
determination, may charge an additional fee, not to exceed $10, in the filing of each
cause of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each certificate of
judgment, or on the docketing and indexing of each aid in execution or petition to
vacate, revive, or modify specific types of judgments. The bill provides that if the judge
makes this determination this additional fee may not exceed $20, that the additional fee
may be used to make technological advances to the clerkʹs office, that upon making that
determination the juvenile judge establish the additional fee by rule, and that not less
than 30 days before adopting this rule, the judge must publish a notice in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county in which the juvenile court is located setting forth
the proposed rule. (R.C. 2151.541(B)(1).)
Court of common pleas
Under existing law, the court of common pleas of any county may determine that
for the efficient operation of the court additional funds are required to computerize the
court, to make available computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon
making a determination that additional funds are required for either or both of those
purposes, the court must authorize and direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to
charge one additional fee, not to exceed $3, on the filing of a specified cause of action or
appeal. The bill provides that if the court makes this determination the additional fee
may not exceed $6, that upon making that determination the court establish the
additional fee by rule, and that not less than 30 days before adopting this rule, the clerk
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must publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the
court of common pleas is located setting forth the proposed rule. (R.C. 2303.201(A)(1).)
Existing law also provides that the court of common pleas of any county may
determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional funds are required to
computerize the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas and, upon that
determination, authorize and direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to charge an
additional fee, not to exceed $10, on the filing of each cause of action or appeal, on the
filing, docketing, and endorsing of each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and
indexing of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or modify certain
specified judgments. The bill provides that if the court makes this determination the
additional filing fee may not exceed $20, that the additional fee may be used to make
technological advances to the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas, that the
court may establish the additional fee by rule, that the court may include an additional
fee not to exceed $1 for each undertaking, bond, or recognizance; $1 for issuing each
writ, order, or notice, except subpoena; an additional fee not to exceed $1 for each name
for issuing subpoena, swearing witness, entering attendance, and certifying fees; an
additional fee not to exceed $1 for each page, for entering on journal, indexing, and
posting on any docket; an additional fee not to exceed $1 for each page for making
complete record, including indexing; and an additional fee not to exceed $1 for each
certificate of fact under seal of the court; and that not less than 30 days before adopting
this rule, the clerk must publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county in which the court of common pleas is located setting forth the proposed rule.
(R.C. 2303.201(B)(1).)
Existing law also provides that generally all moneys collected as described above
must be paid to the county treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the court of
common pleas and subject to appropriation by the Board of County Commissioners, in
an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and maintaining
computer systems for the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas. The bill
provides that these moneys be used for procuring and maintaining technology as well.
(R.C. 2303.201(B)(1).)

Probate court fees
Under existing law, generally the fees enumerated below are charged and
collected, if possible, by the probate judge and are in full for all services rendered in the
respective proceedings. The bill provides that the probate court must establish these
fees by rule and charge and collect the fees if possible. The fees for services rendered in
any proceeding regarding a petition for adoption, docketing and indexing proceedings,
including the filing and noting of all necessary documents, the appointment of a
fiduciary, including an assignee or trustee of an insolvent debtor or any guardian or
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conservator accountable to the probate court, a marriage license, or relieving an estate
from administration under R.C. 2113.03 or granting an order for a summary release
from administration under R.C. 2113.031 cannot be less than the amount of that fee that
must be deposited into a specific fund under R.C. 2101.16(C) or (G) (see below). The
probate judge may by rule modify any fee previously established under this provision.
Not less than 30 days before adopting the rule regarding the probate fees, the probate
judge must publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in
which the probate court is located setting forth the proposed rule. The bill removes the
minimum fee of $1 for waivers and proof of notice of hearing on account, per page, the
minimum fee of $1 for a certified copy of journal entry, record, or proceeding, the
maximum fee of $15 for docketing and indexing proceedings, including the filing and
noting of all necessary documents, the reference to ʺchildʺ in the petition for adoption
fee, and the fees for an account of distribution, in addition to advertising charges and
inventory with appraisement. The bill increases the permissive limit of the remaining
probate fees as follows (R.C. 2101.16(A)):
(1) Account, in addition to advertising charges: $12 to $20;
Waivers and proof of notice of hearing on account, per page: $1 to $2;
(2) Adoption, petition for: $50 to $60;
(3) Alter or cancel contract for sale or purchase of real estate, petition to: $20 to
$35;
(4) Entry or order not otherwise provided for in this section or by rule adopted
pursuant to R.C. 2101.16(E): $5 to $10;
(5) Appropriation suit, per day, hearing in: $20 to $35;

(6) Birth, application for registration of: $7 to $15;
(7) Birth record, application to correct: $5 to $10;
(8) Bond, application for new or additional: $5 to $10;
(9) Bond, application for release of surety or reduction of: $5 to $10;
(10) Bond, receipt for securities deposited in lieu of: $5 to $10;
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(11) Certified copy of journal entry, record, or proceeding, per page: $1 to $2;
(12) Citation and issuing citation, application for: $5 to $10;
(13) Change of name, petition for: $20 to $35;
(14) Claim, application of administrator or executor for allowance of administratorʹs
or executorʹs own: $10 to $20;
(15) Claim, application to compromise or settle: $10 to $20;
(16) Claim, authority to present: $10 to $20;
(17) Commissioner, appointment of: $5 to $10;
(18) Compensation for extraordinary services and attorneyʹs fees for fiduciary,
application for: $5 to $10;
(19) Competency, application to procure adjudication of: $20 to $35;
(20) Complete contract, application to: $10 to $20;
(21) Concealment of assets, citation for: $10 to $20;
(22) Construction of will, petition for: $20 to $35;
(23) Continue decedentʹs business, application to: $10 to $20;
Monthly reports of operation: $5 to $10;
(24) Declaratory judgment, petition for: $20 to $35;
(25) Deposit of will: $5 to $10;
(26) Designation of heir: $20 to $35;
(27) Distribution in kind, application, assent, and order for: $5 to $10;
(28) Distribution under R.C. 2109.36, application for an order of: $7 to $15;
(29) Docketing and indexing proceedings, including the filing and noting of all
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necessary documents: $15 to $30;
(30) Exceptions to any proceeding named in this section, contest of appointment
or: $10 to $20;
(31) Election of surviving partner to purchase assets of partnership, proceedings
relating to: $10 to $20;
(32) Election of surviving spouse under will: $5 to $10;
(33) Fiduciary, including an assignee or trustee of an insolvent debtor or any
guardian or conservator accountable to the probate court, appointment of: $35
to $55;
(34) Foreign will, application to record: $10 to $20;
Record of foreign will, additional, per page: $1 to $2;
(35) Forms, per case, when made available by the probate court, not to exceed: $10 to
$20;
(36) Heirship, petition to determine: $20 to $35;
(37) Injunction proceedings: $20 to $35;
(38) Improve real estate, petition to: $20 to $35;
(39) Inventory with appraisement: $10 to $20;
(40) Investment or expenditure of funds, application for: $10 to $20;
(41) Invest in real estate, application to: $10 to $20;
(42) Lease for oil, gas, coal, or other mineral, petition to: $20 to $35;
(43) Lease or lease and improve real estate, petition to: $20 to $35;
(44) Marriage license: $10 to $20;
Certified abstract of each marriage: $2 to $5;
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(45) Minor or mentally ill person, etc., disposal of estate under $10,000 of: $10 to
$20;
(46) Mortgage or mortgage and repair or improve real estate, petition to: $20 to $35;
(47) Newly discovered assets, report of: $7 to $20;
(48) Nonresident executor or administrator to bar creditorsʹ claims, proceedings
by: $20 to $35;
(49) Power of attorney or revocation of power, bonding company: $10 to $50;
(50) Presumption of death, petition to establish: $20 to $35;
(51) Probating will: $15 to $25;
Proof of notice to beneficiaries: $5;
(52) Purchase personal property, application of surviving spouse to: $10 to $20;
(53) Purchase real estate at appraised value, petition of surviving spouse to: $20 to
$35;
(54) Receipts in addition to advertising charges, application and order to record: $5
to $10;
Record of those receipts, additional, per page: $1 to $2;
(55) Record in excess of five pages in any proceeding in the probate court, per
page: $1 to $2;
(56) Release of estate by mortgagee or other lienholder: $5 to $10;
(57) Relieving an estate from administration under R.C. 2113.03 or granting an
order for a summary release from administration under R.C. 2113.031: $60;
(58) Removal of fiduciary, application for: $10 to $20;
(59) Requalification of executor or administrator: $10 to $20;
(60) Resignation of fiduciary: $5 to $10;
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(61) Sale bill, public sale of personal property: $10 to $20;
(62) Sale of personal property and report, application for: $10 to $20;
(63) Sale of real estate, petition for: $25 to $50;
(64) Terminate guardianship, application and entry to to: $10 to $20;
(65) Transfer of real estate, application, entry, and certificate for: $7 to $15;
(66) Unclaimed money, application to invest: $7 to $12;
(67) Vacate approval of account or order of distribution, motion to: $10 to $20;
(68) Writ of execution: $5 to $10;
(69) Writ of possession: $5 to $20;
(70) Wrongful death, application and settlement of claim for: $20 to $35;
(71) Yearʹs allowance, petition to review: $7 to $15;
(72) Guardianʹs report, filing and review of: $5 to $10;
Existing law also provides that $30 of the $35 fee collected for docketing and
indexing proceedings, including the filing and noting of all necessary documents and
$20 of the $60 fee collected for relieving an estate from administration under R.C.
2113.03 or granting an order for a summary release from administration under R.C.
2113.031 must be deposited by the county treasurer in the Indigent Guardianship Fund.
The bill modifies this provision by stating that $15 of the fee collected for docketing and
indexing proceedings, $50 of the fee collected for the appointment of a fiduciary,
including an assignee or trustee of an insolvent debtor or any guardian or conservator
accountable to the probate court, $10 of the fee collected for a marriage license, and $30
of the fee collected for relieving an estate from administration under R.C. 2113.03 or
granting an order for a summary release from administration under R.C. 2113.031 must
be deposited by the county treasurer into the Indigent Guardianship Fund. (R.C.
2101.16(C) and 2111.51.) Existing law also provides that the probate court, by rule, may
require an advance deposit for costs, not to exceed $125, at the time application is made
for an appointment as executor or administrator or at the time a will is presented for
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probate. The bill increases the maximum advance deposit to $250 plus the cost of
publication. (R.C. 2101.16(E).) Also under existing law, $30 of the $50 fee collected for a
petition for adoption must be deposited into the ʺPutative Father Registry Fund.ʺ The
bill provides that $30 of the fee collected for a petition for adoption be deposited into
that fund. (R.C. 2101.16(G).)
Under existing law, certain fees, listed below, must be paid to the probate court
from the county treasury upon the warrant of the county auditor which must issue
upon the certificate of the probate judge and must be in full for all services rendered in
the respective proceedings. The bill increases these fees as follows (R.C. 2101.17):
(1) For each hearing to determine if a person is a mentally ill individual subject
to hospitalization when the person is committed to a state hospital or to relatives: $12
to $40;
(2) When the person is discharged: $7 to $25;
(3) For order of return of a mentally ill person to a state hospital or removal
therefrom: $2 to $10;
(4) For proceedings for committing a person to an institution for the mentally
retarded: $10 to $35;
(5) For habeas corpus proceedings when a person is confined under color of
proceedings in a criminal case and is discharged: $10 to $35;
(6) When acting as a juvenile judge, for each case filed against a delinquent,
dependent, unruly, or neglected child, or a juvenile traffic offender: $5 to $20;
(7) For proceedings to take a child from parents or other persons having control
thereof: $5 to $20.

Common pleas court clerk fees
Under existing law, generally the clerk must charge certain fees. The bill
provides that the clerk may request the court to establish by rule and charge for these
fees. The bill increases the maximum amount of some of the fees listed below and
provides that the fees established by rule cannot exceed that amount (the existing fee is
set forth below first and the maximum fee under the bill is set forth below second
preceded by the word ʺtoʺ (R.C. 2303.20):
(1) $50 for each cause of action which shall include the following:
(a) Docketing in all dockets;
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(b) Filing necessary documents, noting the filing of the documents, except
subpoena, on the dockets;
(c) Issuing certificate of deposit in foreign writs;
(d) Indexing pending suits and living judgments;
(e) Noting on appearance docket all papers mailed;
(f) Certificate for attorneyʹs fee;
(g) Certificate for stenographerʹs fee;
(h) Preparing cost bill;
(i) Entering on indictment any plea;
(j) Entering costs on docket and cash book.
(2) $2 for taking each undertaking, bond, or recognizance;
(3) $2 for issuing each writ, order, or notice, except subpoena;
(4) $2 for each name for issuing subpoena, swearing witness, entering
attendance, and certifying fees;
(5) $50 for calling a jury in each cause;
(6) $2 for each page, for entering on journal, indexing, and posting on any
docket;
(7) $3 for each execution or transcript of judgment, including indexing;
(8) $1 for each page, for making complete record, including indexing;
(9) $5 to $10 for certifying a plat recorded in the county recorderʹs office;
(10) $5 to $10 for issuing certificate to receiver or order of reference with oath;
(11) $5 to $10 for entering satisfaction or partial satisfaction of each lien on
record in the county recorderʹs office, and the clerk of courtsʹ office;
(12) $1 to $2 for each certificate of fact under seal of the court, to be paid by the
party demanding it;
(13) $1 to $2 for taking each affidavit, including certificate and seal;
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(14) $2 for acknowledging all instruments in writing;
(15) $5 to $10 for making certificate of judgment;
(16) $10 to $20 for filing, docketing, and endorsing a certificate of judgment,
including the indexing and noting the return of the certificate;
(17) $25 to $50 for each cause of action for each judgment by confession,
including all docketing, indexing, and entries on the journal;
(18) $5 to $10 for recording commission of mayor or notary public;
(19) $1 for issuing any license except the licenses issued pursuant to sections
1533.101, 1533.11, 1533.13, and 1533.32 of the Revised Code;
(20) $15 to $25 for docketing and indexing each aid in execution or petition to
vacate, revive, or modify judgment, including the filing and noting of all necessary
documents;
(21) $25 to $50 for docketing and indexing each appeal, including the filing and
noting of all necessary documents;
(22) A commission of 2% on the first $10,000 and 1% on all exceeding $10,000 for
receiving and disbursing money, other than costs and fees, paid to or deposited with
the clerk of courts in pursuance of an order of court or on judgments, including moneys
invested by order of the court and interest earned on them;
(23) $5 to $10 for numbering, docketing, indexing, and filing each authenticated
or certified copy of the record, or any portion of an authenticated or certified copy of
the record, of an extra county action or proceeding;
(24) $2 to $5 for each certificate of divorce, annulment, or dissolution of marriage
to the bureau of vital statistics;
(25) $2 for each electronic transmission of a document, plus $1 for each page of
that document. These fees are to be paid by the party requesting the electronic
transmission.
(26) $1 for each page, for copies of pleadings, process, record, or files, including
certificate and seal.
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Butler County Juvenile Court jurisdiction
Under existing law, the judges of the division of domestic relations of the Butler
County Court of Common Pleas have assigned to them all divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming before the court, except in
cases that for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of
common pleas. The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January
3, 1987, and January 2, 2003, and successors, have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges of the
Butler County Court of Common Pleas, are elected and designated as judges of the
court of common pleas, juvenile division, and are the juvenile judges as provided in the
juvenile law (R.C. Ch. 2151. and 2152.), with the powers and jurisdictions conferred by
the juvenile law.
The bill provides that the judges of the division of domestic relations also have
concurrent jurisdiction with the judges of the juvenile division of the Butler County
Court of Common Pleas with respect to and may hear cases to determine the custody,
support, or custody and support of a child who is born of issue of a marriage and who
is not the ward of another court of this state, cases commenced by a party of the
marriage to obtain an order requiring support of any child when the request for that
order is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or
legal separation, a criminal or civil action involving an allegation of domestic violence,
an action for support, or an action that is within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile division of the Butler County Court of Common Pleas and that involves an
allegation that the child is an abused, neglected, or dependent child, and post‐decree
proceedings and matters arising from those types of cases. (R.C. 2301.03(K)(1).) The bill
further provides that, except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judges of the juvenile division do not have
jurisdiction or the power to hear and cannot be assigned, but have the limited ability
and authority to certify, any case commenced by a party of a marriage to determine the
custody, support, or custody and support of a child who is born of issue of the marriage
and who is not the ward of another court of this state when the request for the order in
the case is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or
legal separation (R.C. 2301.03(K)(2)). The bill also makes cross references to these
provisions with the law regarding the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile
court in cases involving a determination of the custody of any child not a ward of
another court of this state or cases involving a request for an order for the support of
any child under certain circumstances (R.C. 2151.23(A)(2) and (11)).
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COMMENT
1. ʺSexually oriented offenseʺ means any of the following violations or offenses
committed by a person, regardless of the personʹs age (R.C. 2950.01(A)):
(a) A violation of R.C. 2907.02 (rape), R.C. 2907.03 (sexual battery), R.C. 2907.05
(gross sexual imposition), R.C. 2907.06 (sexual imposition), R.C. 2907.07 (importuning),
R.C. 2907.08 (voyeurism), R.C. 2907.21 (compelling prostitution), R.C. 2907.32
(pandering obscenity), R.C. 2907.321 (pandering obscenity involving a minor), R.C.
2907.322 (pandering sexually oriented matter involving a minor), or R.C. 2907.323
(illegal use of minor in nudity‐oriented material or performance);
(b) A violation of R.C. 2907.04 (unlawful sexual conduct with a minor) when the
offender is less than four years older than the other person with whom the offender
engaged in sexual conduct, the other person did not consent to the sexual conduct, and
the offender previously has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of
R.C. 2907.02, R.C. 2907.03, or R.C. 2907.04 or a violation of former R.C. 2907.12
(felonious sexual penetration);
(c) A violation of R.C. 2907.04 when the offender is at least four years older than
the other person with whom the offender engaged in sexual conduct or when the
offender is less than four years older than the other person with whom the offender
engaged in sexual conduct and the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to a violation of R.C. 2907.02, R.C. 2907.03, or R.C. 2907.04 or a violation
of former R.C. 2907.12;
(d) A violation of R.C. 2903.01 (aggravated murder), R.C. 2903.02 (murder), or
R.C. 2903.11 (felonious assault) when the violation was committed with a sexual
motivation;
(e) A violation of R.C. 2903.04(A) (involuntary manslaughter by causing the
death of another or the unlawful termination of anotherʹs pregnancy as a proximate
result of committing or attempting to commit a felony) when the offender committed or
attempted to commit the felony that is the basis of the violation with a sexual
motivation;
(f) A violation of R.C. 2903.211(A)(3) (menacing by stalking if the victim of the
offense is an officer or employee of a public children services agency or a private child
placing agency);
(g) A violation of R.C. 2905.01(A)(1), (2), (3), or (5) (kidnapping) when the
offense is committed with a sexual motivation;
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(h) A violation of R.C. 2905.01(A)(4) (kidnapping with intent to engage in sexual
activity against victimʹs will);
(i) A violation of R.C. 2905.01(B) (kidnapping involving the removal or restraint
of the victim) when the victim of the offense is under 18 years of age and the offender is
not a parent of the victim of the offense;
(j) A violation of R.C. 2905.02(B) (abduction with sexual motivation), R.C.
2905.03(B) (unlawful restraint with sexual motivation), R.C. 2905.05(B) (criminal child
enticement with sexual motivation), R.C. 2919.22(B)(5) (endangering children
committed by enticing, coercing, permitting, encouraging, compelling, hiring,
employing, using, or allowing a child to act, model, or in any other way participate in,
or be photographed for, the production, presentation, dissemination, or advertisement
of any material or performance that the offender knows or reasonably should know is
obscene, is sexually oriented matter, or is nudity‐oriented matter);
(k) A violation of any former Ohio law, any existing or former municipal
ordinance or law of another state or the United States, any existing or former law
applicable in a military court or in an Indian tribal court, or any existing or former law
of any nation other than the United States that is or was substantially equivalent to any
offense listed in (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), or (10) above;
(l) Any attempt to commit, conspiracy to commit, or complicity in committing
any offense listed in (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), or (11) above.
2. A person commits ʺfelonious assaultʺ by doing any of the following (R.C.
2903.11(A) and (B)):
(a) Knowingly causing serious physical harm to another or to anotherʹs unborn;
(b) Knowingly causing or attempting to cause physical harm to another or to
anotherʹs unborn by means of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance;
(c) With knowledge that the person has tested positive as a carrier of a virus that
causes AIDS, knowingly doing any of the following:
(i) Engaging in sexual conduct with another person without disclosing that
knowledge to the other person prior to engaging in the sexual conduct;
(ii) Engaging in sexual conduct with a person whom the offender knows or has
reasonable cause to believe lacks the mental capacity to appreciate the significance of
the knowledge that the offender has tested positive as a carrier of a virus that causes
AIDS;
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(iii) Engaging in sexual conduct with a person under 18 years of age who is not
the spouse of the offender.
3. A person commits ʺaggravated assaultʺ if, while under the influence of
sudden passion or in a sudden fit of rage, either of which is brought on by serious
provocation occasioned by the victim that is reasonably sufficient to incite the person
into using deadly force, knowingly causes serious physical harm to another or anotherʹs
unborn or causes or attempts to cause physical harm to another or to anotherʹs unborn
by means of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance (R.C. 2903.12(A)).
4. A person commits ʺassaultʺ by knowingly causing or attempting to cause
physical harm to another or to anotherʹs unborn or recklessly causing serious physical
harm to another or to anotherʹs unborn (R.C. 2903.13(A) and (B)).
5. A person commits ʺaggravated menacingʺ by knowingly causing another to
believe that the offender will cause serious physical harm to the person or property of
the other person, the other personʹs unborn, or a member of the other personʹs
immediate family (R.C. 2903.21(A)).
6. A person commits ʺmenacing by stalkingʺ by, as a result of engaging in a
pattern of conduct, knowingly causing another person to believe that the offender will
cause physical harm to the other person or cause mental distress to the other person;
through the use of any electronic method of remotely transferring information,
including, but not limited to, any computer, computer network, computer program, or
computer system, posting a message with purpose to urge or incite another to
knowingly cause another person to believe that the offender will cause physical harm to
the other person or cause mental distress to the other person; or violating the above‐
described provisions with a sexual motivation (R.C. 2903.211(A)).
7. A person commits ʺmenacingʺ by knowingly causing another to believe that
the offender will cause physical harm to the person or property of the other person, the
other personʹs unborn, or a member of the other personʹs immediate family (R.C.
2903.22(A)).
8. A person commits ʺaggravated trespassʺ by entering or remaining on the land
or premises of another with purpose to commit on that land or those premises a
misdemeanor, the elements of which involve causing physical harm to another person
or causing another person to believe that the offender will cause physical harm to the
other person (R.C. 2911.211(A)).
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