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HLS 08RS-870 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
HOUSE BILL NO. 329

BY REPRESENTATIVE TRAHAN

STUDENT/DISCIPLINE:  Provides relative to alternative education programs for
suspended and expelled students

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:416.2(A) and (H), relative to suspended and expelled
students; to remove certain exceptions and conditions relative to certain expelled
students and certain alternative education programs; to provide relative to
compliance monitoring; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:416.2(A) and (H) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
8416.2. Supervision of suspended students; alternative education programs

A Any student suspended or expelled from school pursuant to the

provisions of R.S. 17:416
of R.S17416(B)antHE)(2); shal remain under the supervision of the governing
authority of the city, parish, or other local public school system taking such action
using alternative education programs for suspended and expelled students approved
by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; however, no school

system shall be liable for any student attending an alternative education program at

alocation other than a school site.
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Each city, parish, and

other local public school system anntaty-forcomptance withtheprovistonsof- this

Seetion shall annually provide the Department of Education with information as

required by the department for the purpose of monitoring each such school system

for compliance with the provisions of this Section and shall certify the accuracy and

validity of such information.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legidative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Trahan HB No. 329

Abstract: Removes certain exceptions and conditions relative to certain expelled students
and alternative education programs and requires school systems to provide certain
related information to the Dept. of Education for the purpose of annual compliance
monitoring.

Present law (R.S. 17:416.2(A)(1)) provides that any student suspended or expelled from
school pursuant to present law (R.S. 17:416), except for students expelled for specified
offences generaly involving the possession of weapons or drugs, shal remain under the
supervision of the governing authority of the local public school system taking such action
using alternative education programs for such students as approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE). Providesthat no school systemisliablefor
any student attending an alternative education program at alocation other than aschool site.
Provides that alternative education programs may mean programs designed to offer
variations of traditional instructional programs and strategiesto increase the likelihood that
unmotivated, unsuccessful, or disruptive students shall remain in school and obtain a high
school diploma and that such programs may hold students to strict behavior standards in
environments sometimes referred to as "boot camps”, "police schools*, or "court schools'.

Proposed |aw retains present law but removes exception for students expelled for possession
of weapons or drugs, thus extending applicability of present law to such students.

Present law (R.S. 17:416(A)(2)) providesthat astudent expelled for possession of weapons
or drugs may only be readmitted to the school, including an aternative education program,
in the school system from which he was expelled prior to the completion of the specified
period of expulsion if thereis an agreement for probationary admittance between the school
board, the student, and the parent or person responsible for the student's school attendance.
Present law provides further for such agreements.

Proposed law removes present law.
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Present law provides further with respect to alternative education programs, including
requirement that the Dept. of Education (DOE) adopt rules to implement present |aw.

Proposed law retains present law .

Present law requires that the DOE monitor each public school system annually for
compliance with present law. Proposed law providesinstead that each such school system
annually provide DOE with information that DOE requires for the purpose of monitoring
such school systems for compliance with present law and requires such school systems to
certify the submitted information's accuracy and validity.

(Amends R.S. 17:416.2(A) and (H))
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