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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EIGHTY-FIFTH

SESSION HOUSE FILE NO. 2 1 6

January 18, 2007

Authored by Paulsen, Pelowski, Tingelstad, Brod, Eastlund and others
The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations, Reform, Technology and
Elections

A bill for an act
proposing an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution; adding a section to
article IV to provide for initiative and referendum; providing procedures for
initiative and referendum; providing penalties; amending Minnesota Statutes
2006, sections 204C.33, subdivisions 1, 3; 204D.11, by adding a subdivision;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 3B.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROPOSED.

An amendment to the Minnesota Constitution, adding a section to article IV, is

proposed to the people. If the amendment is adopted the section will read as follows:

Sec. 27. The enactment of a law may be initiated by the petition of registered voters. A

referendum of the people to repeal existing law may be proposed by petition of registered

voters.

An initiative of the people that proposes a law shall be placed on the ballot at the

state general election if petitions for it are signed by registered voters in each of the

congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, in a number equal to or

greater than five percent of the number of persons who voted for governor at the last

election of a governor in each of such districts respectively and in the state as a whole.

The legislature may provide by law a procedure for determining the fiscal impact of

initiated measures and for making that information public.

A referendum of the people whose purpose is only to repeal existing law shall be

placed on the ballot at the state general election if petitions for it are signed by registered

voters in each of the congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, in

a number not less than five percent of the number of persons who voted for governor at

the last election of a governor. If the law whose repeal is proposed has not gone into
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effect at the time that completed petitions are filed, the law shall remain suspended until

the question is voted on.

An initiated law or the repeal of a law by referendum of the people shall be enacted

30 days after the affirmative vote of a majority of those voting on the question. An initiated

law may not be amended or repealed nor may a law repealed by referendum be enacted

again, either under this section or by enactment by the legislature, before the next state

general election after the vote on the initiated or referred law. The governor may not veto

an initiated law or a referendum of the people. If a law that is similar to a pending initiated

law is enacted by the legislature, the sponsor of the initiative may abandon it. The similar

law may provide that, if the sponsor of the initiative declines to abandon it, the similar law

will also be placed on the ballot to be voted on like the initiated law. If both receive the

affirmative vote of a majority, only that which has the greater vote shall take effect.

An amendment to the constitution may be initiated by a petition signed by registered

voters in each of the congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, in

a number not less than eight percent of the number of persons who voted for governor

at the last election of a governor in each of such districts respectively and in the state as

a whole. The amendment shall be placed on the ballot at the state general election and

becomes part of this constitution 30 days after the affirmative vote of a majority of those

voting at the election.

The legislature may, by a law enacted under the other provisions of article IV, refer a

law to a vote of the people. No more than three laws may be referred by the legislature to

a vote of the people at the same state general election. A law referred by the legislature

shall be enacted 30 days after the affirmative vote of a majority of those voting on the

question. The governor may not veto a law referred by the legislature.

No proposal for an initiated law, a referendum of the people to repeal existing law,

an amendment to the constitution initiated by petition, or a law referred by the legislature

to a vote of the people may embrace more than one general subject.

The legislature shall, by law, provide procedures to facilitate this section.

Sec. 2. SUBMISSION TO VOTERS.

The amendment must be submitted to the people at the 2008 general election. The

question proposed must be:

"Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to provide for initiative and

referendum?

See. 2. 2
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Sec. 3. [3B.31] CITATION.

Sections 3B.31 to 3B.57 may be cited as the "Initiative and Referendum

Implementation Act."

Sec. 4. [3B.32] DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Scope. The definitions in this section apply to scctions 3B.31

to 3B.57.

Subd. 2. Ballot measure. '"Ballot measure' means a law proposed by an initiative

or a referendum of the pcople.

Ballot measure also includes a law referred by the legislature for purposes of
sections 3B.43, 3B.44, 3B.45, 3B.48, 3B.50, 3B.51, subdivision 1, clause (2), and
subdivision 2, 3B.52, 3B.53, subdivision 1, clauses (2), (3), and (7), and subdivision 2,
3B.55, 3B.56, and 3B.57.

Subd. 3. Petition drive. "Pctition drive" means the organized process by which the

sponsor and the authorized agents solicit registered voters to sign ballot measure petitions.

Subd. 4. Sponsor. "Sponsor" means a political committee as defined by section

10A.01, subdivision 27, whose major purpose is to promote or defeat a ballot measure.

Sec. 5. [3B.33] PREPARATION FOR PETITIONING.

Subdivision 1. Filing of declaration. Before circulating petitions to have a

ballot measure placed on the ballot at the state general election, the sponsor shall file a

declaration with the secretary of state not earlier than January 1 of an odd-numbered year.

Subd. 2. Contents. The declaration must:

(1) state the name, mailing address, chair, and treasurer of the sponsor;

(2) give a description of the intent or purpose of the ballot measure;

(3) state a short title by which the sponsor wants the ballot measure to be identified;

and

(4) state the name, address, and telephone number of the person who is designated by

the sponsor to work on the final form and wording of the ballot measure and is authorized

to approve its final form and wording.

Subd. 3. Changes. Upon notification by the sponsor, the secrctary of state shall

amend information listed in the declaration.

Subd. 4. Sample. The sccretary of state shall provide a sample declaration form.

Subd. 5. Filing fee. The sponsor shall pay to the secretary of state a filing fec
of $100.

Sec. 5. 3

































