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AN ACT
To amend chapter 452, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to parenting

coordinators.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sta te of Mi ssouri, as fol lows:

Section A. Chapter 452, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new

2 section, to be known as section 452.406, to read as follows:

452.406. 1. I n a l l  pro cee di ngs  f or ch i l d cu st ody or  f or di ssol ut i on

2 o f m ar r ia ge o r  le ga l se p a r a tio n  w h er e cu sto d y , v isi ta tio n , o r  su p p or t of

3 a c hi l d i s a co nt est ed i ssue,  t he c our t  m ay,  on  its o w n m ot i on,  a m ot i on

4 by e i t her  par t y,  or  by agr eem ent  of  t he pa rt i es, a nd  upon no t i ce t o t he

5 part i es, appoi nt  a paren t i ng co ordi nat or as  a neut ral  t hi rd par t y t o

6 assist  in  the res ol ut i on of  di sput es bet ween t he pa rt i es conc ern i ng

7 paren t al  r espons i bi l i t i es, i nc l udi ng but  no t  l i m i t ed t o i m pl em ent at i on

8 of  t he  c ou rt -order ed par ent i ng pl an under  subs ect i on 7 of  sect i on

9 452.310. The appoi nt m ent  or der shou l d s peci f y t hos e m at t ers  whi ch  t he

10 paren t i ng co ordi nat or i s au t hor i zed t o det erm i ne. H owe ver,  t he

11 ap p oin t m ent of a p ar enting  co or d ina t or  sha ll  no t  div est  t he  cou rt of it s

12 ex c lu si v e ju r i sd i c ti on  to  d et er m i n e fu n d am en ta l i ssu es o f c u sto d y ,

13 vi si t at i on , an d s u ppo r t , an d t h e au t h or i t y t o ex er c i se m an ag emen t  an d

14 cont rol  of  t he case. A  pare nt ing coord inator s hall  serve i n no ot her

15 cap ac ity  ou tsid e the  scop e o f t h eir  au tho r ity , ex cep t as  a  m ed ia to r  if

16 the  p a r tie s a g r ee. T h e p a r en tin g  co o r d i n a to r  sh a ll be  an  in d iv id u a l

17 w it h t he sam e qua l i f i ca t i ons  as  a m edi at or under  supre m e co ur t  rule

18 88.05.

19 2. The c our t  shal l  no t  appoi nt  a p ar enti ng co ordi nat or i f  an y

20 p ar ty  ob je c ts , u n le ss:

21 (1 ) T h e cou r t m ak es sp ec if ic  fin d in gs th a t th e case i s a  h ig h -
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22 con f l i c t  case; an d

23 (2) The c our t  m akes  speci f i c f i ndi ngs  t hat  t he a ppoi nt m ent  of  a

24 paren t i ng coo r d i n a t o r  i s i n  t h e b est  i n t er est  o f  an y  mi n o r  ch i l d  i n  t h e

25 case;

26 (3) I n add it ion t o m ak ing  th e f indings required  unde r

27 subdi vi si ons  (1)  an d  (2)  of  t hi s subs ect i on,  pri or t o appoi nt i ng a

28 paren t i ng co ordi nat or,  t he c our t  shal l  cons i der t he e f f ect  of  an y

29 ev id en ce o f d om estic  v io le n ce on  the  p a r tie s' ab ility  to e n gage in  p a r en t

30 coor d i n a ti on .

31 3. A paren t ing  coor di nat or shal l  assi st  t he pa rt i es i n

32 i m pl em ent i ng t he t erm s of  t he pare nt i ng pl an. Dut i es of  a paren t i ng

33 coor d i n a to r  sh a ll  i n c lu d e b u t a r e n o t l i m i te d  to  th e fo ll ow i n g :

34 (1 ) A ssi sti n g  th e p a r ti es i n  c r ea ti n g  an  ag r eed -u p on , str u c tu r ed ,

35 gu i d eli n e fo r  i m p le m en ta ti on  o f t h e p a r en ti n g  p la n ;

36 (2) D eve lop ing  gu id eli ne s f or  com m un ica t ion  be t w een p ar t ies

37 and s ugge st i ng appropr i at e r esour ces  t o as si st  the part i es i n l ear ni ng

38 ap p r op r i a te  com m u n i ca ti on s sk i ll s;

39 (3 ) In fo r m in g  the  p a r tie s a b ou t ap p r op r ia te  re sou r ces to  assist

40 th em  i n  d ev elo p i n g  i m p r ov ed  p a r en ti n g  sk i ll s;

41 (4) A ssist ing  t he  pa rties in re alist ica ll y id en t if yin g the  sou rce s

42 and c aus es of  c on fl ict  bet ween t hem , i nc l udi ng but  no t  l i m i t ed t o

43 i d en ti fy i n g  each  p a r ty 's  con tr i b u ti on  to  th e con fl i c t, w h en  ap p r op r i a te ;

44 an d

45 (5) A ssis t i ng t he pa rt i es i n dev el opi ng paren t i ng st rat egi es t o

46 m i n i m i ze con fl i c t.

47 4. Upon appoin t m ent , t he pa ren t i ng co ordi nat or shal l  at t em pt  t o

48 resol ve d isp u t es bet w een  t he pa rt ies  as t o im plem ent at ion or

49 cl arif ic a t ion of  an exist ing order concerning t he pa rent ing pl an,  or

50 othe r d isp uted  p ar ental d ecision s, in clud ing  b ut n ot lim it ed  t o d isp utes

51 con cer n i n g pa r en t i n g t i m e an d v i si t at i on . A pa r en t i n g coo r di n at or

52 shal l  h ave t he a ut hor i t y t o m ake f i ndi ngs  an d re co m m endat i ons  t o t he

53 cou r t re ga r d in g  an y  m od ific a tio n  o r  c la r ific a tio n  o f a  p r e-ex istin g  co u r t

54 or d er  re ga r d in g  the  p a r en tin g  p la n . T h e p a r en tin g  co o r d in a to r  sh a ll

55 subm i t  wri t t en n ot i ce of a ny f i ndi ngs  an d re co m m endat i ons  t o t he

56 p ar t ies,  alon g w it h a st atem ent tha t  the  find ing s an d  re co m m end ation s

57 shal l  be subm i t t ed t o t he c our t . An y part y who di sagr ees wit h t he

58 f i nd ings or rec om m endat i ons  shal l  be ent i t l ed t o f i l e a m ot i on f or a
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59 co ur t  hea ri ng,  wit hi n f i f t een days  of  r ece i vi ng not i ce t her eof . Upon

60 r ecei p t o f t h e p a r en ti n g  coo r d i n a t o r 's fi n d i n gs an d  r ecom m en d a ti on s,

61 th e ju d ge, a f t er  r ev i ew  o f s u ch  i n fo r m a ti on , sh a ll  ch oose to  ad op t,

62 m odi f y,  or  r ej ect  t he f i ndi ngs  an d re co m m endat i ons  of  t he pa ren t i ng

63 co ordi nat or. I f  t he j udge adopt s t he f i ndi ngs  and r eco m m endat i ons , t he

64 j udge shal l  ent er t he i nf ormat i on i n a  j udgm ent  of  t he c our t . The

65 p ar en t i n g  coo r d i n a t o r  ma y  au t h o r i ze mi n o r  t emp or a r y  d ep ar t u r es f r om

66 a par ent i ng pl an i n a  m ann er t ha t  i s cons i st ent  wit h t he s ubs t ant i ve

67 i nt ent  of  t he  c ou rt  or der co nt ai ni ng t he pl an,  an d t hat  i s wit hi n t he

68 sco p e o f  m at t ers  on  whi ch  t he pa ren t i ng co ordi nat or i s au t hor i zed t o

69 d ete r m i n e.

70 5. A  court  orde r app oint ing a par ent ing coordinat or shal l  be f or

71 a  sp ec i fi ed  t er m . U p on  ag r eem en t o f t h e p a r ti es, th e cou r t m ay  ex te n d ,

72 m odi f y,  or  t erm i nat e t he a ppoi nt m ent . Th e c ou rt  m ay t erm i nat e t he

73 ap po i n t m en t  o f  t h e pa r en t i n g coo r di n at or at  a ny t i m e f or  goo d

74 cau se. T h e c ou r t sh a ll allo w  the  p a r en tin g  co o r d in a to r  to w ith d r aw  a t

75 an y  ti m e.

76 6. (1) No pare nt i ng co ord inat or shal l  be appoi nt ed un l ess t he

77 co ur t  f i nds  t hat  t he pa rt i es ha ve t he means  t o pay t he  f ees of  t he

78 p ar en ti n g  coo r d i n a to r .

79 (2) T his  st at e shal l  assum e no f inanci a l resp onsibi l it y f or

80 p ay m en t of fe es to  the  p a r en tin g  co o r d in a to r ; ex cep t t h a t,  i n  ca ses o f

81 har ds hi p,  t he cou rt , if  f eas i bl e, m ay appoi nt  a paren t i ng co ordi nat or t o

82 ser v e on  a  v o lu n te er  b asi s.

83 (3) The c our t  m ay a l l oc at e f ees f or paren t i ng co ordi nat i on

84 b etw een  th e p a r ti es, ta k i n g  i n to  con si d er a ti on  r ele v an t f ac to r s,

85 i n c lu d i n g  b u t n o t l i m i te d  to  th e r ela ti v e i n com es o f t h e p a r ti es.

86 (4) T he  cou rt m a y  all oc ate the  f ees be t w een the  pa rties

87 d iffe r en tly u p on  a  find in g  o f go o d  ca u se b y  the  co u r t or  good  ca u se set

88 fo r th  i n  th e p a r en ti n g  coo r d i n a to r 's  r ep o r t.

89 7. I n a j udicial  p r o ceed ing,  adm ini st rat ive procee ding,  or ot her

90 si m i l ar proc eedi ng bet ween t he pa rt i es t o t he a ct i on,  a paren t i ng

91 co ordi nat or shal l  no t  be co m pet ent  t o t est if y abou t  t he pa ren t i ng

92 co or d ina t ion  pr oc ess an d  sha ll  no t  be  re qu ir ed  t o p ro d uc e re co rd s as

93 t o an y st atem ent , conduc t , or  dec i si on,  t hat  oc cu rr ed dur i ng t he

94 pa r en t i n g coo r di n at or 's appo i n t m en t , ot h er  t h an  t h e f i n di n gs an d

95 rec om m endat i ons  suc h par ent i ng co ordi nat or subm i t s t o t he c our t  i n
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96 ord er t o m od if y or cl arif y t he t erm s of  an exist ing court  orde r

97 reg ardi ng th e par ent i ng pl an. Not hi ng i n t hi s subs ect i on shal l  be

98 const rued  t o proh ibi t  a pare nt ing coordinat or f rom  t est if ying or

99 produ cing  r eco rds  t o t he e xt ent  t est i m ony or produ ct i on of  r eco rds  by

100 t he paren t i ng co ordi nat or i s nec essary  i n an ac t i on by t he pa ren t i ng

101 coor d i n a to r  to  co ll ec t f ees fr om  a  p a r ty  to  th e ac ti on .

102 8. (1) A paren t i ng co ordi nat or shal l  be i m m une  f rom l i abi l i t y i n

103 any cl ai m  f or i nj ur y t hat  ar i ses ou t  of  an  act  or  om i ssi on of  t he

104 pa rent ing coordinat or occurri ng du ring t he pe rf orm ance of his  or her

105 duti es d uring t he pe rf orm ance of  a n a ct  that  the p arenti ng coord inat or

106 rea sonab l y be l i eved was  wit hi n t he s co pe of  hi s or her  dut i es un l ess t he

107 ac t o r  om i ssi on  cau si n g  su ch  i n ju r y  w as w i ll fu l a n d  w an to n .

108 (2) Not hi ng i n t hi s subs ect i on shal l  be co nstru ed t o ba r a par t y

109 f rom ass ert i ng a c l ai m  r el at ed t o t he r easonab l enes s or  ac cu rac y of  an y

110 fe e ch a r ged  o r  ti m e b i ll ed  b y  a  p a r en ti n g  coo r d i n a to r .
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