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AN ACT

To r epeal  sect i on 301.140, RSM o, and t o enact  i n l i eu t her eof one new sect i on r el at i ng

t o refund  of motor vehi cl e regi st r at i on fees.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sta te of Mi ssouri, as fol lows:

Section A . Section 301 .140, RSM o, is r epealed and  one new section

2 enacted in  li eu  th er eof, t o be k nown as secti on  301.140, to  r ead as fol l ows:

301.140. 1. U pon the transfer of ownersh ip of  any motor  vehicl e or t rail er,

2 the cer tific ate of regi str ati on and  t he right t o use the n um ber plates sha ll  expire

3 and t he num ber plates sha ll  be removed by t he owner at t he tim e of t he tra nsfer

4 of p ossession, and it  shall  be unlaw ful f or any p erson other than  t he person to

5 whom  such nu mber plates were orig inally  issued t o have t he same in his or her

6 possession whether in use or not;  except that the buyer of a motor  veh ic le or

7 t r ai l er  who t r ades i n  a mot or  veh i cl e or  t r ai l er  may at t ach t he l i cense pl at es fr om

8 the t rad ed-in m otor veh ic le or t rail er t o the newly pu rchased motor  vehicl e or

9 tr ail er. The operati on of a motor veh icle wit h su ch transfer red p lat es shall  be

10 l awfu l  for  no mor e t han t h i r t y days. As used i n t h i s subsect i on , t he t er m

11 "t rad e-in m otor  vehicl e or t rail er"  shall  incl ud e any single m otor  vehicl e or t rail er

12 sold by the bu yer of  t he newly pu rchased vehicl e or t rail er, as long as the li cense

13 pl at es for  t he t r ade-i n mot or  vehi cl e or  t r ai l er  ar e st i l l  val i d.

14 2. In the case of a tr ansfer of ownersh ip the ori ginal own er m ay regi ster

15 anoth er m oto r vehicl e under t he same number, up on the p aym ent of  a fee of t wo
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16 dol l ar s, i f  t he motor vehi cl e is of hor sepower , gross weigh t  or (i n t he case of a

17 passenger-carr yin g com merc ia l m otor v eh icle) seatin g capacity , not in  excess of

18 th at origin ally reg istere d. When such motor  veh icle is o f grea ter h orsepower,

19 gross weight or (in  th e case of a  passenger-carr yin g commerc i al  motor v eh icle)

20 seat i ng capacit y, for  whic h a gr eater fee i s pr escr i bed, appli cant  shall  pay a

21 t r ansfer  fee of t wo dol l ar s and a pr o r at a por t i on f or  t he di f fer ence i n f ees. When

22 such vehicle i s of less horsepower, gross weight or ( in case of a passenger-carryi ng

23 commer ci al  motor  veh i cl e) seati ng capaci ty , for  wh i ch  a l esser  fee i s pr escr i bed,

24 appl i cant  shal l  not  be ent i t l ed t o a r efund.

25 3. L icense plates m ay be tr ansferr ed from  a motor  vehicl e which w il l no

26 l onger  be oper at ed t o a newl y pur chased mot or  vehi cl e by t he owner of  such

27 vehi cl es. The owner  shal l  pay a t r ansfer  fee of t wo dol l ar s i f  t he newl y pur chased

28 vehicl e is of horsepower, gross weight or ( in the case  of a passenger-carryi ng

29 commercial m otor  vehicl e) seati ng capacit y, not in  excess of t ha t of t he vehicle

30 wh ich  w ill  no longer b e opera ted. When th e newly  purchased motor ve h ic l e i s of

31 great er horsep ower, gross weigh t or (in  t he case of a passenger-carryi ng

32 commer ci al  motor  veh i cl e) seati ng capaci ty , for  wh i ch  a gr eater  fee is  pr escr i bed,

33 the ap pli cant sha ll  pay a tr ansfer f ee of t wo dollars and  a pro ra ta  port ion of  t he

34 dif ference in f ees. When t he newl y pur chased vehi cl e i s of l ess horsepower , gross

35 weight or (in the case of a passenger-carryi ng commercial motor  vehicle ) seati ng

36 capaci t y, for  whi ch a l esser  fee i s pr escr i bed, t he appl ican t sh all  not  be ent i t l ed

37 t o a r efund.

38 4. U pon t he sale of a motor vehi cl e or t r ai l er  by a dealer, a buyer  who has

39 made appli cati on for regi str ati on, by mail  or otherw ise, may operate the sam e for

40 a peri od of t hirt y days af ter  t aki ng possession thereof , if  du ri ng such peri od t he

41 motor  veh ic le or t rail er shall have attached  t hereto,  in the m anner requ ir ed by

42 sect i on 301.130, numbe r  plates i ssued t o t he dealer . U pon appl i cat i on and

43 pr esenta ti on  of sati sfactor y evi dence th at t he buyer  has appl i ed for  r egi str ati on ,

44 a dealer  may  fur ni sh such num ber  pl at es t o t he buyer  for  such t empor ar y use. I n

45 such event , t he dealer shal l  requ ire the buy er t o deposit  t he sum of  t en dol l ar s

46 and f i f t y cent s to be r eturned t o the buyer upon re t urn o f t he num ber pl at es as

47 a guar ant ee t hat  said buy er  wi l l  r et ur n t o t he dealer  such numbe r  pl at es wi t hi n

48 thir ty  days. The dir ector shall i ssue a temporary perm it  au thori zing the

49 operat i on of a motor vehi cl e or  t r ai l er  by a buyer for  not  more than t hi r t y day s

50 of t he date of pu rchase.
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51 5. The tempora ry  perm it s hall b e made availa ble by th e di r ector o f

52 revenue and may be purchased fro m th e depart ment o f re venue upon proof of

53 pur chase of a mot or  vehi cl e or  t r ai l er  for  whi ch t he buyer  has no regi st r at i on

54 plat e available f or t rans fer, or f rom  a dealer up on purch ase of a  m oto r vehicl e or

55 tr ail er f or wh ich the b uyer h as no registr ati on plat e available f or t rans fer. The

56 dir ector shall m ake tem porary perm it s available t o register ed dealer s in this st ate

57 or authorized agen ts of  t he departm ent of revenu e in sets of t en perm it s. The fee

58 for t he tem porary perm it  shall  be seven dollars and  f if ty  cents for each perm it  or

59 pla t e issued. N o dealer or aut hor i zed agent  shal l  charg e more t han seven dol l ar s

60 and fifty  cents  for each perm it i ssued. The perm it s hall b e valid  for  a peri od of

61 thir ty  days from  t he date of pu rchase of a m otor  vehicl e or tr ail er, or f rom  t he

62 date of sale of t he motor  vehicl e or t rail er by a d ealer f or wh ich  th e pu rchaser

63 obtains a p erm it  as set out above.

64 6. The perm it  shal l  be i ssued on a for m pr escr i bed by t he di r ect or  and

65 issued only f or t he appli cant' s use in the operation of  t he motor  vehicl e or t rail er

66 purch ased t o enable the appli cant to legal ly operate t he vehicle wh il e proper t it le

67 and regi str ati on plate are being obt ained , and shall  be displayed  on no other

68 vehicl e. Temporary perm it s issued pu rsua nt to this sec ti on shall  not be

69 tr ansfera ble or  renew able an d shall  not be vali d up on issu ance of prop er

70 regi str ati on plat es for t he motor  vehicl e or t rail er. The dir ector shall deter m ine

71 th e size and numberin g configu ra tion , constru ction , and color of th e perm it.

72 7. The dealer  or  aut hor i zed agent  shal l  i nser t  t he dat e of i ssuance and

73 expira tion  date, year,  make, and manufactu rer's number of vehicle on th e perm it

74 when i ssued t o t he buyer . The dealer  shal l  al so i nser t  such dealer 's numbe r  on

75 the perm it . Every dealer t ha t issues a tem porary perm it  shall k eep, for

76 insp ection of  prop er off icers, a corr ect record of each perm it i ssued by recording

77 th e per m i t o r  pl ate  number , buyer 's name and addr ess, year , mak e,

78 manufactu r er 's veh i cl e id enti fi cati on  num ber  on  wh i ch  th e per m i t i s to  be used,

79 and t he date of issuan ce.

80 8. U pon the transfer of ownersh ip  of any currentl y regi ster ed motor

81 veh icle where in  th e owner cannot tr ansfer th e lic ense pl at es due to  a change of

82 vehicl e category, t he owner m ay surrend er t he lic ense plate s issued t o the motor

83 vehicl e and receive credit  for any u nu sed porti on of t he origi na l r egist rati on fee

84 against  t he r egi st r at i on f ee of anot her  mot or  vehi cl e. Such cr edi t  sha l l  be gr ant ed

85 based upon t he dat e t he l i cense pl ates are sur r ender ed. [N o refun ds shall  be
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86 made on th e unused portion  of any licen se plate s surren dered for su ch credit. ] If

87 a motor vehicle is sold and is not being replaced, then any unused

88 portion of the original registration fee, provided such unused portion

89 is in an amount of five dollars or greater, may be refunded upon

90 surrender of the license plates. Such refund shall be granted based

91 upon the date the license plates are surrendered.
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