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AN ACT
To amend chapter 376, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to

mandatory insurance for autism.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sta te of Mi ssouri, as fol lows:

Section A. Chapter 376, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new

2 section, to be known as section 376.1224, to read as follows:

376.1224. 1. F o r  p u r p oses o f  t h i s sec t i on , t h e f o l l ow i n g  t er ms

2 sh a ll  m ean :

3 (1) "Appl i ed  b eh av i or  an al ys i s", t h e de si gn , i m pl emen t at i on , an d

4 eva luation  of en vir on m ental m od if ica t ion s, using  be ha vio ra l st im uli

5 and c ons eque nc es, t o pr oduc e soc i al l y s i gni f i ca nt  i m prov em ent i n

6 h u m an  b eh av i o r , i n c lu d i n g  t h e u se o f d i r ec t o b ser v a ti on , m easu r em en t,

7 an d f u n c t i on al  an al ys i s o f  t h e r el at i on s b et wee n  en vironm en t  an d

8 b eh av i o r ;

9 (2 ) "A u tism  ser v ic e p r ov id er ", an y  p er son , en ti ty , o r  g r ou p  tha t

10 p r ov i d es tr ea tm en t o f a u ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er s;

11 (3 ) "A u tism  sp ec tru m  d iso r d er s", a  ne u r ob io lo g ic a l d iso r d er  tha t

12 i nc l udes  an y of  t he per vas i ve dev el opm ent al  di sorder s as  def i ned i n t he

13 m ost r ecen t ed itio n  o f the  D ia gn ostic  an d  Sta tistic a l M an u a l o f M en ta l

14 D isor d ers,  includ ing  A utist ic D isor d er,  A sp erg er' s D isor d er , R et t 's

15 Syn d ro m e, Ch il d ho od  D is in te g r a ti v e  D is or d er,  an d  P erv asiv e

16 D ev elo p m en ta l D i so r d er  N o t O th er w i se Sp ec i fi ed ;

17 (4) "Car ri er" , shal l  ha ve t he meani ng ascrib ed  t o suc h t erm  i n

18 su b d i v i si on  (6 ) o f s u b sec ti on  2 o f s ec ti on  379.930;

19 (5) "Di agno si s of  au t i sm  spect ru m  di sorder s", me d i ca l l y  n ecessar y

20 assessm ent s, eva l uat i ons , or  t est s in or der t o di agno se whet her  an

21 i n d i v i d u a l h as an  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er ;



SB 1229 2

22 (6) "E v i d en ce-b ased  r esea r ch ", r esea r ch  th a t a p p li es r i go r ou s,

23 sys t em at i c,  an d obj ect i ve pr oc ed ures  t o ob t ai n v al i d knowl edge

24 r ele v an t t o  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er s;

25 (7 ) "H ab i li ta ti v e o r  r eh ab i li ta ti v e c a r e", p r o fe ssi on a l, c ou n seli n g ,

26 an d g u i da n ce ser vi ces an d t r ea t m en t  p rogra m s, i n c l u di n g ap pl i ed

27 b eh av i o r  an a ly si s, th a t a r e n ecessa r y  to  d ev elo p , m a i n ta i n , an d  r esto r e,

28 to  th e m ax i m u m  ex te n t p r ac ti cab le , th e fu n c ti on i n g  o f a n  i n d i v i d u a l;

29 (8 ) "M ed i ca ll y  n ecessa r y ", an y  c a r e, tr ea tm en t, i n te r v en ti on ,

30 ser vi ce, o r  i t em t h at  is pre scr i be d,  pr ov i de d,  o r  o r de r ed  b y a l i cen sed

31 ph ys i c i an  o r  a  l i cens ed  ps yc h ol og i st  i n  accor da n ce wi t h  accep t ed

32 st andar ds  of  pra ct i ce and t hat  w i l l , or is  r easonab l y ex pect ed t o,  do a ny

33 o f t h e fo ll ow i n g :

34 (a) P reve nt  t he onset  of  an i l l ness,  condit ion,  i nj ury,  or

35 d i sab i li ty ;

36 (b ) R ed u ce o r  am elio r a te  the  p h y sic a l,  m en ta l,  o r  d ev elo p m en ta l

37 ef f ect s of  an i l l ness,  condit ion,  i nj ury,  or dis abil it y;  or

38 (c) Ass i st  t o ac hi eve o r m ai nt ai n m axi m um  f unct i onal  capac i t y

39 in  p er fo r m in g  d a ily  a c ti v itie s, ta k in g  in to  accou n t bo th th e fun c tio n a l

40 ca paci t y of  t he i ndi vi d ua l an d t he f unc t i onal  capac i t i es t hat  ar e

41 ap p r op r i a te  fo r  i n d i v i d u a ls  o f t h e sam e age;

42 (9) "N eu r ob i o l og i ca l  d i so r d er ", an  i l l n ess o f  t h e n er v ou s sy st em

43 cau sed  b y  gen eti c , m eta b o li c  o r  o th er  b i o lo g i ca l f ac to r s;

44 (10) "Ph ar m ac y car e", medi cat i on s p resc r i be d b y a l i cen sed

45 phys i ci an and a ny heal t h- rel at ed serv i ces  deem ed m edi ca l l y n ece ssary

46 to  d ete r m i n e th e n eed  o r  eff ec ti v en ess o f t h e m ed i ca ti on s;

47 (11) "Sm al l  em pl oyer ", shal l  ha ve  t he meani ng ascr i bed t o suc h

48 te r m  i n  sec ti on  379.930.2(3 4);

49 (12) "The r ap eu t i c  car e", ser v i ces p r ov i de d b y l i cen sed  o r  cer t i f i ed

50 sp eech  th er ap i sts , occu p a ti on a l t h er ap i sts , o r  p h y si ca l t h er ap i sts ;

51 (13) "Treat m ent  f or aut i sm  spect ru m  di sorder s", shal l  i nc l ude t he

52 fo llo w in g  ca r e p r esc r ib ed , p r ov id ed , o r  o r d er ed  for  an  in d iv id u a l

53 d i agn osed  w i th  an  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er  b y  a  li cen sed  p h y si c i an ,

54 l i cen sed ps yc hol og ist , or  cert i f i ed r egi st ere d nu rs e pr ac t i t i oner  i f  t he

55 ca r e i s d ete r m i n ed  to  b e m ed i ca ll y  n ecessa r y :

56 (a ) P sy ch i a tr i c  ca r e;

57 (b ) P sy ch o lo g i ca l c a r e;

58 (c ) H ab i li ta ti v e o r  r eh ab i li ta ti v e ca r e;



SB 1229 3

59 (d ) T h er ap eu ti c  ca r e;

60 (e ) P h ar m acy  ca r e;

61 (f ) N u tr i ti on a l s u p p le m en ts ;

62 (g ) A p p li ed  b eh av i o r  an a ly si s th er ap y ;

63 (h) A ny care,  t reatm ent , i nt erv ent ion,  servi ce or i t em  f or

64 i ndi vi dual s wit h an  a ut i sm  spect ru m  di sorder  whi ch  i s det erm i ned b y

65 the  d ep a r tm en t o f he a lth a n d  sen io r  ser v ic es, b ased  up on  its re v ie w  o f

66 b est p r ac ti ces o r  ev i d en ced -b a sed  r esea r ch , to  b e m ed i ca ll y  n ecessa r y .

67 2. Each ca rr i er or heal t h b enef i t  pl an t hat  of f ers  or  i ssues  hea l t h

68 bene f it  pl ans wh ic h are am end ed , deli vere d,  i ssued , or renew ed  af t er

69 J an u ar y  1, 2009, sh a ll p r ov id e in d iv id u a ls u n d er  tw en ty -on e y ea r s o f

70 age co ver age f or t he di agno si s of  au t i sm  spect ru m  di sorder s an d f or t he

71 t re atm ent of a utism  spe ctrum  diso rd ers to t he  ex t ent t ha t  t he  dia gn osis

72 and t rea t m ent  of  aut i sm  spec t ru m  dis order s are not  al rea dy cover ed by

73 th e p o li cy  o f a cc i d en t a n d  h ea lt h  i n su r an ce o r  m an aged  ca r e p la n .

74 3. Wi t h r egar ds  t o a heal t h b enef i t  pl an , a car ri er shal l  no t  deny

75 or  r efu se to  i ssu e cov er age on , r efu se to  con tr ac t w i th , r efu se to  r en ew ,

76 or ref us e t o r ei ssue o r ot her wis e t erm i nat e or  r est ri ct  cover ag e on  an

77 i n d i v i d u a l  so l el y  b ecau se t h e i n d i v i d u a l  i s d i agn osed  w i t h  a n  a u t i sm

78 sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er .

79 4. Cov erag e pro vided  unde r t his  sect ion f or app l ied beha vior

80 an aly sis sha ll  be  su bje ct to a m ax im um  be ne fi t  of f if t y tho usa nd  do ll ar s

81 p er y ear , bu t  sh all no t  be  sub ject t o a ny  l im it s on  t he  nu m be r o f visits

82 to  an  au tism  ser v ic e p r ov id er . A fter  D ecem b er  30, 2008, the  d ir ec to r  o f

83 t he depa rt m ent  of  i ns ur anc e, f i nan ci al  an d prof essi onal  r egi st rat i on

84 shal l , on  an  an nua l  bas i s, adj us t  t he maxi m um  ben ef i t  f or i nf l at i on

85 u sin g  the  M ed ic a l C a r e Com p on en t of the  U n i te d  Sta te s D ep ar tm en t of

86 Labor Cons um er Pri ce I ndex f or Al l  Urba n Co ns um ers . Paym ent s m ade

87 b y  an  i n su r er  o n  b eh a lf  o f a  c ov er ed  i n d i v i d u a l fo r  a n y  ca r e, tr ea tm en t,

88 i nt erv ent i on , ser v i ce, o r  i t em,  t h e p r ov i si on  o f  wh i ch  wa s f o r  t h e

89 t re atm ent of a h ealth con d it ion  un re lated  t o the  cov ere d  ind ivid ua l' s

90 au t i sm s p ec t r u m d i so r d er , sh a l l  n o t  b e ap p l i ed  t ow ar d  an y  ma x i mu m

91 b en efi t e sta b li sh ed  u n d er  th i s su b sec ti on .

92 5. Cov er age u n d er  th i s sec ti on  sh a ll  b e su b je c t t o  co -p ay m en t,

93 deduc t i ble , an d co i ns ur anc e pr ovi si ons  of  a heal t h b enef i t  pl an t o t he

94 ext ent  t hat  ot her  m ed ica l servi ces  cover ed by t he po l i cy  of  hea l t h

95 b en efi t p la n  a r e su b je c t t o  th ese p r ov i si on s.
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96 6. Thi s sect i on shal l  no t  be co ns t ru ed as  l i m i t ing  b enef i t s whi ch

97 ar e o th er w ise  av a ila b le  to a n  in d iv id u a l un d er  a  he a lth b en efit

98 pl an. The hea l t h ca re  serv i ces  r equi red by t hi s sect i on shal l  no t  be

99 subj ect  t o an y great er deduc t i bl e or  co-paym ent  t han  ot her  hea l t h c are

100 ser v i ces p r ov i d ed  b y  a  h ea lt h  b en efi t p la n .

101 7. The depar t m ent  of  hea l t h a nd s eni or serv i ces  shal l  est abl i sh

102 sta n d ar d s to  b e utiliz ed  b y  he a lth b en efit p la n s fo r  the  cr ed en tia lin g  o f

103 au t ism  ser vic e pr ov id ers. T he  de p ar t m ent of he alth a nd  sen ior  ser vic es

104 ma y  r eq u i r e t h a t  h ea l t h  b en ef i t  p l a n s gr an t  c r ed en t i a l s t o  an y  au t i sm

105 serv ice s p r o v id er w ho m  t he  de p ar t m ent of he alth an d  sen ior  ser vic es

106 de t erm ines m eets  or exceed s t he de p a r tm en t of  healt h and  seni or

107 ser v i ces' c r ed en ti a li n g  sta n d ar d s.

108 8. Except  f or i npat i ent  serv i ces , if  an i ndi vi dual  i s r ece i vi ng

109 tre a tm en t f o r  an  au tism  sp ec tru m  d iso r d er , a  he a lth b en efit p la n  w ill

110 have  t he r i ght  t o r eque st  a rev i ew of  t hat  t rea t m ent  no t  m ore  t han  on ce

111 eve ry  six m on t hs u nless  th e h ea lt h b ene fi t  pla n a nd  t he  ind ivid ua l' s

112 lic en sed  p h y sic ia n  o r  lic en sed  p sy ch o lo g ist ag r ees tha t a  m or e fre q u en t

113 rev i ew i s n ecessary . The c os t  of  obt ai ni ng any rev i ew w i l l  be bor ne b y

114 th e ca r r i er .

115 9. T his  sec t i on  sh al l  n ot  appl y t o h ea l t h  b en ef i t  pl an s o f f er ed

116 so le ly  to  an  i n d i v i d u a l o r  th r ou gh  a  sm a ll  em p lo y er .
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