SECOND REGULAR SESSION

SENATE BILLN O. 1229

94TH G EN ER AL ASSE MB LY

INTRODUCED BY SENATORS KOSTER, KENNEDY AND SMITH.

Read 1st time February 27, 2008, and ordered printed.

TERRY L. SPIELER, Secretary.

5342S.011

AN ACT

To amend chapter 376, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to

mandatory insurance for autism.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:
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Section A. Chapter 376, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new
section, to be known as section 376.1224, to read as follows:

376.1224. 1. For purposes of this section, the following terms
shall mean:

(1) "Applied behavior analysis"”, the design,implementation, and
evaluation of envir onmental m odification s, using behavioral stim uli
and c onsequences, to produc e socially significant improv ement in
human behavior,includingtheuseofdirectobservation, measurement,
and functional analysis of the relations between environm ent and
behavior;

(2) "Autism service provider", any person, entity, or group that
provides tr eatmentofautism spectrum disorders;

(3) "Autism spectru m disorders",aneurobiologicaldisorder tha't
includes any of the per vasive dev elopm ent al di sorder sas definedi nthe
most recent editio n of the Diagnostic and Statistic al Manualof M ental
Disor ders, includ ing Autist ic Disor der, Asperger's Disor der, Rett's
Syndrome, Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, and Pervasive
Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified;

(4) "Carrier", shall have the meani ng ascrib ed to such term in
subdivision (6) of subsection 2 of section 379.930;

(5) "Diagno sisof autism spect ru m disorder s", medically necessary
assessments, evaluations, or tests in or der to diagnose whet her an

individual has an autism spectrum disorder;



SB 1229 2

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

(6) "Evidence-based research"”, research that applies rigorous,
systematic, and obj ective pr ocedures to obtain valid knowl edge
relevantto autism spectrum disorders;

(7) "Habilitativeorrehabilitativecare", professional,counseling,
and guidance services and treatment progra ms, including applied
behavior analysis,thatare necessary to develop, maintain,and restore,
to the maximum extentpracticable,the functioning ofan individual;

(8) "Medically necessary", any care, treatment, intervention,
service, or item that is pre scribed, provided, or ordered by a licensed
physician or a licensed psychologist in accordance with accepted
standar ds of pra ctice andt hat will,oris reasonab |y ex pectedto, doany
ofthe following:

(a) Prevent the onset of an illness, condit ion, injury, or
disability;

(b) Reduceor ameliorate the physical, mental, or developmental
effects of anillness, condit ion, injury, or dis abil ity; or

(c) Assist to achieve or maintain maxi mum funct ional capacity
in performing daily activitie s, taking into account bo th th e fun ctio nal
capacity of the individual and the functional capacities that are
appropriate for individuals ofthe same age;

(9) "Neurobiological disorder", an illness of the nervous system
caused by genetic, metabolic or other biological factors;

(10) "Pharmacy care", medi cations prescribed by a licensed
phys ician and a ny heal th-rel ated services deem ed medically n ecessary
to determine th e need or effectiveness ofthe medicati ons;

(11) "Small employer ", shall have the meani ng ascribed t o such
term in section 379.930.2(34);

(12) "Therapeuticcare",servicesprovidedbylicensed or certified
speech th erapists, occupationaltherapists, or physicaltherapists;

(13) "Treat ment foraut ism spect ru m di sorder s",shallincludet he
following care prescribed, provided, or ordered for an individual
diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder by a licensed physician,
licensed psychol ogist, or certified r egistered nu rse pr actitioner if the
careisdetermined to be medically necessary:

(a) Psychiatric care;

(b) Psychological care;

(c) Habilitative or rehabilitative care;
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(d) Therapeutic care;

(e) Pharmacy care;

(f) Nutritionalsupplements;

(g) Applied behavior analysistherapy;

(h) Any care, treatm ent, intervention, service or item for
indi vidual s wit h an autism spectrum disorder whi ch isdeterminedby
the departm ent of he altha nd senior services, based up on itsre view of
bestpractices or evidenced-based research,to be medically necessary.

2. Eachca rrieror healthbenefit plan that offers or issues health
bene fit plans wh ich are am end ed, deli vere d, issued, or renew ed after
January 1, 2009, shall provide individuals under tw enty -one years of
age cover age for the diagno sisof autism spect ru m di sorder sandfor the
tre atm ent of a utism spectrum diso rd erstot he extentt hat the dia gnosis
andt reatment of autism spectrum disorder sarenot alreadycover ed by
the policy ofaccidentand health insurance or managed care plan.

3. Withregards toa health benefit plan, acar rier shall not deny
or refuseto issue coverage on, refuseto contractwith,refuseto renew,
or refuse toreissue or other wise terminate or restrict cover age on an
individual solely because the individual is diagnosed with an autism
spectrum disorder.

4. Coverag e provided under this section f or app lied beha vior
analy sissha ll be subjecttoam aximum benefit of fiftytho usand dollars
peryear,but shall not be subjectt oany limits on the number of visits
to an autism service provider. After December 30,2008, the dir ector of
the depa rt ment of insurance, financial and prof essional registration
shall, on an annual basis, adjust the maxi mum benefit for inflation
usin g the Medical Care Componentofthe United States Departm ent of
Labor Consum er Pri ce Index for All Urba nConsum ers. Paym entsmade
by an insurer on behalf of acovered individual for any care, tr eatm ent,
intervention, service, or item, the provision of which was for the
treatm ent of a health con dition unrelated to the covered ind ivid ual's
autism spectrum disorder, shall not be applied toward any maximum
benefitestablished under this subsection.

5. Coverage under this section shall be subjectto co-payment,
deduc tible, and coinsur ance provisions of a health benefit plan to the
extent that other medical servi ces cover ed by the policy of health

benefitplan are subjectto th ese provisions.
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6. Thi ssection shall not be construed as limiting benefits whi ch
are otherwise available to an individual under a health b enefit
plan. The hea Ith care services required by this section shall not be
subj ect to any great er deduc tible or co-paym ent than other health care
services provided by a health benefitplan.

7. The depar tment of health and senior services shall establish
standardsto be utiliz ed by healthb enefitp lansfor the credentia lin g of
autism serviceproviders. The departmentofhe altha nd senior servic es
may require that health benefit plans grant credentials to any autism
services provider w hom the department of health an d senior servic es
determ ines meets or exceed s the de partment of healt h and senior
services'credentialing standards.

8. Except for inpatient services, if an individual is receiving
tre atm ent for an autism spectru m disorder, a health b enefit p lan will
have theright toreque st areviewof that treatment not more than once
every six months unless the health benefit plan and the ind ivid ual's
lic ensed physician or lic ensed psychologist agreesthata more fre quent
reviewisnecessary. The c ost of obtaining any revieww ill be borneby
the carrier.

9. This section shall not apply to health benefit plans offered

solely to an individualor through a small employer.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

