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February 10, 2007

The Honorable Brenda Landwehr, Chairperson
House Committee on Health and Human Services
Statehouse, Room 115-S

Topeka, Kansas 66612

Dear Representative Landwehr:
SUBJECT:  Fiscal Note for HB 2254 by Representative Kinzer, et al.

In accordance with KSA 75-3715a, the following fiscal note concerning HB 2254 is
respectfully submitted to your committee.

HB 2254 would make it a severity level 5, person felony to conduct destructive research
on a human embryo. It would also be a severity level 5, person felony to buy, sell, receive, or
transfer a human embryo or gametes to produce a human embryo for the purpose of destructive
research.

HB 2254 has the potential for increasing litigation in the courts. If it does, the Office of
Judicial Administration indicates that there would be a fiscal effect on the operations of the court
system. However, it is not possible to predict the number of additional court cases that would
arise or how complex and time-consuming they would be. Therefore, a precise fiscal effect
cannot be determined. In any case, the fiscal effect would most likely be accommodated within
the existing schedule of court cases and would not require additional resources.

The Kansas Sentencing Commission states that passage of HB 2254 could cause a need
for additional prison beds, but an estimate of the number cannot be made. When considered by
custody level, the Department of Corrections has been operating at near or excess capacity for
medium and maximum custody male inmates. Nearly all of the current available capacity for
male inmates is at the minimum custody level. If the bill contributes to an increase in the inmate
population sufficient to require additional facility capacity, one-time construction and equipment
costs would be needed. In addition, annual costs to staff and operate the additional capacity
would be required.

If the bill does not contribute to the need for capacity expansion, additional annual costs
of approximately $2,000 per inmate for basic support, including food service, would be needed.
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Additional expenditures for health care also could be incurred, if the increase in the inmate
population required adjustments in the medical contract. The health care contract provides that
whenever the inmate count at a facility changes by more than a specified percentage, an
adjustment in contract payments is made. The amount of any adjustment would depend on the
specific facility involved. Any fiscal effect resulting from this bill has not been included in The
FY 2008 Governor’s Budget Report.

Sincerely,

(L)M A 2 bossen

Duane A. Goossen
Director of the Budget

cc. Jeremy Barclay, Corrections
Mary Rinehart, Judiciary
Kevin Carr, KTEC
Helen Pedigo, Sentencing Commission



