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AN ACT

Torepeal section 301.140, RSMo, and toenact in lieu thereof one new section relating

to refund of motor vehicle registration fees.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:
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Section A. Section 301.140, RSMo, is repealed and one new section
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as section 301.140, to read as follows:

301.140. 1. Uponthe transferof ownership of any motor vehicl e or trail er,
the certificate of registrati on and the rightt o use the number plates shall expire
and the number plates shall be removed by the owner att he time of the transfer
of possession, and it shall be unlaw ful for any person other than the person to
whom such number plates were originally issued to have the same in his or her
possession whether in u se or not; except that the buyer of a motor vehicle or
trailer whotradesin a motor vehicle or trailer may attach the license plates from
th e traded-in motor vehicle or trailer to the newly purchased motor vehicle or
trailer. The operation of a motor vehicle with such transfer red plates shall be
lawful for no more than thirty days. As used in this subsection, the term
"trad e-in m otor vehicle or trail er" shall include any single motor vehicle or trail er
sold by the bu yer of the newly purchased vehicle or trail er, as long as the license
plates for the trade-in motor vehicle or trailer are still valid.

2. In the case of a transfer of ownership the ori ginal own er may register
another m otor vehicle under the same number, upon the payment of a fee oftwo
dollars, if the motor vehicle is of horsepower, gross weight or (in the case of a
passenger-carrying commercial motor vehicle) seatin g capacity, not in excess of

that originally registered. When such motor vehicle is of greater horsepower,

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in this bill is not enacted and is

intended to be omitted in the law.
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gross weight or (in the case of a passenger-carrying commercial motor vehicle)
seating capacity, for which a greater fee is prescribed, applicant shall pay a
transfer fee of two dollars and a prorata portion for the differencein fees. When
such vehicle is of less horsepower, gross weight or (in case of a passenger-carryi ng
commercial motor vehicle) seating capacity, for which a lesser fee is prescribed,
applicant shall not be entitled to a refund.

3. License plates may be transfe rred from a motor vehicle which will no
longer be operated to a newly purchased motor vehicle by the owner of such
vehicles. The owner shall pay a transfer fee of two dollarsif the newly pur chased
vehicle is of horsepower, gross weight or (in the case of a passenger-carryi ng
commercial motor vehicle) seating capacity, not in excess of that of the vehicle
which will nolonger be operated. When the newly purchased motor vehicle is of
greater horsepower, gross weight or (in th e case of a passenger-carryi ng
commercial motor vehicle) seati ng capacity, for which a greater feeis prescribed,
the applicant shall pay a tr ansfer fee oftwo dollars and a pro rata portion of the
difference in fees. When the newly pur chased vehicle is of less horsepower, gross
weight or (in the case of a passenger-carryi ng commercial motor vehicl e) seating
capacity, for which a lesser fee is prescribed, the applicant shall not be entitled
to a refund.

4. Upon the sale of a motor vehicle or trailer by a dealer, a buyer who has
made application for regi strati on, by mail or otherw ise, may operate the same for
a period of thirt y days after taking possession thereof, if during such period the
motor vehicle or trail er shall have attached thereto, in the m anner required by
section 301.130, number plates issued to the dealer. Upon application and
presentation of sati sfactory evidence that the buyer has applied for registr ati on,
a dealer may furnish such number platestothe buyer for such temporary use. In
such event, the dealer shall require the buyer to deposit the sum of ten dollars
and fifty cents to be returned to the buyer upon return of the number plates as
a guarantee that said buyer will return to the dealer such number plates within
thir ty days. The director shall i ssue a temporary perm it authori zing the
operation of a motor vehicle or trailer by a buyer for not more than thirty days
of the date of purchase.

5. The temporary permit shall be made available by the director of
revenue and may be purchased from the depart ment of revenue upon proof of

purchase of a motor vehicle or trailer for which the buyer has no registration
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plate available f or transfer, or from a dealer up on purch ase of a motor vehicle or
trail er for which the buyer h as no registration plate available for transfer. The
dir ector shall m ake tem porary perm its available t o registered dealers in this st ate
or authorized agen ts of the departm ent of revenuein sets of ten permits. The fee
for the temporary perm it shall be sevendollars and fifty cents for each permit or
plate issued. No dealer or authorized agent shall charge more than seven dollars
and fifty cents for each permitissued. The permit shall be valid for a period of
thir ty days from the date of purchase of a motor vehicle or trail er, or from the
date of sale of the motor vehicle or trail er by a dealer for which the purchaser
obtains a permit as set out above.

6. The permit shall be issued on a form prescribed by the director and
issued only for the applicant's use in the operation of the motor vehicle or trail er
purch asedto enable the applicant to legally operate t he vehicle while proper title
and registration plate are being obtained, and shall be displayed on no other
vehicle. Temporary permits issued pursuant to this section shall not be
transferable or renewable and shall not be valid upon issuance of proper
registration plates for the motor vehicle or trail er. The dir ector shall deter mine
the size and numberin g configuration, constru ction, and color of th e permit.

7. The dealer or authorized agent shall insert the date of issuance and
expiration date, year, make, and manufacturer's number of vehicle on the permit
when issued to the buyer. The dealer shall also insert such dealer's number on
the permit. Every dealer that issues a temporary permit shall k eep, for
insp ection of proper officers, a correct record of each permit i ssued by recording
the permit or plate number, buyer's name and address, year, make,
manufacturer's vehicle identification number on which the permitisto be used,
and the date of issuance.

8. Upon the transfer of ownership of any currentl y registered motor
vehicle wherein the owner cannot tr ansfer th e license plates due to a change of
vehicle category, the owner may surrend er the license plates i ssued to the motor
vehicle and receive credit for any u nused porti on of the origi nal r egistrati on fee
against theregistration fee of another motor vehicle. Such credit shall begranted
based upon the date the license plates are surrendered. [No refunds shall be
made on th e unused portion of any licen se plates surren dered for such credit.] If
a motor vehicle is sold and is not being replaced, then any unused

portion of the original registration fee, provided such unused portion
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89 is in an amount of five dollars or greater, may be refunded upon

90 surrender of the license plates. Such refund shall be granted based

91 upon the date the license plates are surrendered.
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