SECOND REGULAR SESSION

SENATE BILLN O. 768

94TH G EN ER AL ASSE MB LY

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR RUPP.

Pre-filed December 1, 2007, and ordered printed.

TERRY L. SPIELER, Secretary.

3524S.021

AN ACT

To amend chapter 26, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the

Missouri commission on autism spectrum disorders.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:
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Section A. Chapter 26, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new
section, to be known as section 26.350, to read as follows:

26.350. 1. For purposes of this section, the term "autism
spectrum disor der" shall be defined to incl ude: per vasive
devel opm ent al disorder ; Asper ger'ssyndr ome;childhooddi sintegrative
disorder; Rett's syndrome; fr agile X syndrome; and auti sm.

2. Thereishereby created the "Missouri Comm ission on Autism
Spectru m Disorders" to be housed with in the department of m ental
health. The department of mental health shall provide technical,
actuarial, and administrative support as required by the
commission . The com mission shall meet on at |l east four occasions
annua lly, including at least two occasi ons bef oret he end of Decem ber
of the first year the committee is fully establ ished. The c ommission
may h old m eetings by telephon e or video conference. The c ommission
shall ad vise and make recommendations to the governor, general
assembly,and relevant state agenciesregardin g matter sconcernin g all
state levels of autism spectrum disorder services,including healthcare,
education, and oth er adult and adolescent services.

3. Thecommission shall be composed oftwenty -three members,
consisting ofthe following:

(1) Four members of the general assembly, with tw o members
from the senate and two members from the house of

repr esentatives. The president pro tem of the senat e shal | appoi nt one
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member fro m the senate and the minority leader of the senate shall
appoint one member from the senate. The speaker of house shall
appoi nt one member from t he house of representatives and the
minor ity | eader of the h ouse shall appoin t one member fromt he house

of representati ves;

(2) The direct or of thed epart ment of ment al healt h, or hi sor her
designee;

(3) The commissioner of the department of elementary and
secondary education, or hisor her designee;

(4) Thedirector ofth edepartmentofhealth and senior services,

or hisor her designee;

(5) The direct or of the de part ment of publi c safety, or hi s or her
designee;

(6) The commissioner of the department of higher education, or
his or her designee;

(7) The direct or of the de part ment of social servi ces, or hi s or
her designee;

(8) The direct or of the department of insurance, financi al
institutions and professional r egistr ation, or his or her designee;

(9) Two rep resent atives from different institutions of higher
learning located in Missouri;

(10) Anindividualem ployed asadir ector of specialed ucatio n at
a schooldistrictlocated in Missouri;

(11) A speech and language path ologist;

(12) A diagnostician;

(13) A mentalhealth provider;

(14) A primary care physician;

(15) Threeparents ofin dividuals with autism spectrum disorder,
including one parent of an individual under the age of eighteen and
one parentofan individualover the age of eighteen;

(16) Oneindividual with autism spectrum disorder;

(17) A repre sentative from an inde pende nt privat e pro vider or
non-profitprovider or organizati on.

The m embers of the commission, other than the mem bers from the
general assembly and ex-officio members, shall be appoi nted by the
gover nor wit h the advi ce and consent of the senate. A chair o f the

commission shall be selected by the mem ber sof thecommission. Of the
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members fir st appointed to the commission by the governor, half shall
serve a term of two years and half shall serve a term of one year, and
the reafter , members shall serve a term of tw o years. Members shall
continue to serve u ntil their successor is duly appointed and
qualified. Any vac ancy on the com mission shall be filled in the same
mann er as the original appoi ntment. Members shall serve on the
com mission w ithout com pensation but may be reim bur sed for t heir
actual and nec essary expen ses from moneys appropri ated to the
departmentofmental health.

4. The members of the commission shall consist of a broad
repr esentation of Missouri citizens, both urban and r ural, who ar e
concerned wit h the health and qu ality of life for indi vidual s wit h
autism spectrum disorder.

5. The commission shall make r ecommendat ions for devel oping
a comprehensive statewide plan for an integrated system oftraining,
treatment,and servicesfor individualsof all ageswith autismspectrum
disorder . By July 1, 2009, the commission shall issue pr eliminary
findings and recommendations to the general assembly.

6. In pr epari ng the state plan, the commission shal |l specifically
perform thefollowing responsibilitiesand reporton them accordingly,
in conjunction with state agencies and th e Office of Autism Services:

(1) Study andreport onthe means for developing a coordinated
system of care delivery across the state to address the increased and
increasing presence of autism spectru m disorder and ensure that
resource s are cre ated , well -util ized, and appropriately sp read acr oss
th e state;

(a) Determinet henee dfor the creati onof additional centersfor
diagnostic excellence in designated sectors of the state, which could
provide «clinical services, including assessment, diagnoses, and
tr eatm ent of p ati ents;

(b) Plan for effective ly ev aluating regional service areas
thr oughoutthe state and their capacity ,including outlin ing personnel
and skills tha t exist w ith in the service area, other capabilitie s th at
exist,and resource needsthatmay be unmet;

(c) Assess the need for additional behavioral intervention
capabi lities and, as necessary, the means for expandi ng those

capabilitiesin aregional service area;
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(d) Devel op recommendations for expandi ng these services in
conjunc tion wit hhospitals after consideri ng the resour ces that existin
term s of specialty clinics and hos pitals, and hos pital inpatient care
capabili ti es;

(2) Conductan assessment of theneed for coordinated,enhanced
and t arg eted speci al educ ation capabi lities within each region of the
state;

(3) Develop a recommendation for enlisting appropr iate
uni ver sities and colleges to ensure suppor t and collaboration in
devel opi ng certification or degre e prog rams for students specializing
in autism spectrum disorder intervention. This may include deg ree
programsin educati on, special education, socialw ork,and psychology;
and

(4) Other responsibilitiesmay include butnotbelimited to:

(a) Provide recomm endationsregarding training pr ograms and
the contentoftraining programs being developed;

(b) Recommend individuals to partici pate in a committe e of
major stakeholders charged with developing screening, diagnostic,
assessment, and tr eatm ent standards for Missouri;

(c) Participate in recommending a panel of qualified
pr ofessionals and expertsto review existing models of evidence-based
educational practices for adaptation specific to Missouri;

(d) Exam ine the barriers to accurate informat ion of the
preva lence of ind ividu als wit h autism spectrum disorder across the
state and recom mend a process f or accurat e rep ort ing of dem ograp hic
data;

(e) Exploretheneedfor thecreation ofinteragency councilsand
evaluation of current councilsto ensure a compr ehensive, coordinated

system ofcare for all individuals with autism spectrum disorder.
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