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AN ACT
To amend chapter 26, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the

Missouri commission on autism spectrum disorders.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sta te of Mi ssouri, as fol lows:

Section A. Chapter 26, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new

2 section, to be known as section 26.350, to read as follows:

26.350. 1. F or  pu rp ose s of t his se ction,  t he  t erm  "au t ism

2 spectrum  d isor d er" sha ll  b e d efi ne d  to incl ude:   per vas i ve

3 devel opm ent al  d i sorder ; Asper ger 's syndr om e; chi l dhood di si nt egr at i ve

4 d i so r d er ; R ett 's  sy n d r om e; fr ag i le  X  sy n d r om e; an d  au ti sm .

5 2. T h er e i s h er eb y  c r ea t ed  t h e "M i ssou r i  Comm i ssi on  on  A u t i sm

6 Sp ec tru m  D iso r d er s" to  b e ho u sed  w ith in  the  d ep ar tm en t of m en ta l

7 h ea lt h . T h e d ep ar tm en t o f m en ta l h ea lt h  sh a ll  p r ov i d e t ech n i ca l,

8 a c t u a r i a l , a n d  a d m in is tr a t i v e  su p p o r t  a s r eq u i r ed  b y  th e

9 co m m ission . T he  com m ission  sha ll  m eet  on  at l ea st f ou r o cca sion s

10 annua l l y,  in c lu d ing at  l east  t w o occasi ons bef ore t he end  of  De cem ber

11 of  t he f i rs t  yea r t he c om m i t t ee i s f ul l y establ i shed. The c om m i ssi on

12 m ay h ol d m eet i ngs  by t el ephon e or  vi deo c onf ere nc e. The c om m i ssi on

13 sh a ll ad v ise  an d  m ak e re com m en d a ti o n s to  the  gov er n o r , gen er a l

14 assem b ly , an d  r ele v an t sta te  agen c ie s re ga r d in g  m a tter s con cer n in g  a ll

15 sta te  l ev els  o f au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er  ser v i ces, i n c lu d i n g  h ea lt h ca r e,

16 ed u ca ti on , an d  o th er  ad u lt  an d  ad o le scen t s er v i ces.

17 3. T h e c o m m i ssi on  sh a ll  b e com p osed  o f t w en ty -t h r ee m em b er s,

18 con si sti n g  o f t h e fo ll ow i n g :

19 (1) F ou r m em be rs o f t he  ge ne ra l asse m bly, w it h tw o m em be rs

20 f r o m  t h e  se n a t e  a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  h o u se  o f

21 repr esent at i ves . The pres i dent  pro t em  of  t he senat e shal l  appoi nt  on e
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22 m em b er  fro m  the  sen a te  a n d  t h e m in o r ity  lea d er  o f t h e sen a te  sh a ll

23 ap p o in t on e m em b er  fro m  the  sen a te . T h e sp eak er  o f ho u se sh a ll

24 appoi nt  o ne  m em ber  f rom t he h ous e of  r epres ent at i ves  an d t he

25 m i nor i t y l eader  of  t he h ous e shal l  appoin t  on e m em ber  f rom t he h ous e

26 o f r ep r esen ta ti v es;

27 (2) T he direct or of  the d ep art m ent  o f  m ent al  healt h,  or hi s or her

28 d esi gn ee;

29 (3) The  comm i ssi on er  o f  t h e de par t m en t  o f  e l emen t ar y an d

30 secon d ar y  ed u ca ti on , o r  h i s o r  h er  d esi gn ee;

31 (4 ) T h e d i r ec to r  o f th e d ep ar tm en t o f h ea lt h  an d  sen i o r  ser v i ces,

32 or  h i s o r  h er  d esi gn ee;

33 (5) T he direct or of  t he de pa rt m ent  of  publi c saf et y,  or hi s or her

34 d esi gn ee;

35 (6) The  comm i ssi on er  o f  t h e de pa r t m en t  o f  h i gh er  edu cat i on , o r

36 h i s o r  h er  d esi gn ee;

37 (7) T he direct or of  t he de pa rt m ent  of  soci al  servi ces,  or hi s or

38 h er  d esi gn ee;

39 (8 ) T he direct or of  t he de pa rt m ent  of  i nsurance,  f inanci al

40 i n sti tu ti on s an d  p r o fe ssi on a l r eg i str a ti on , o r  h i s o r  h er  d esi gn ee;

41 (9) T w o rep resent at ives f rom  d ifferent  i nst it ut ions of  hi gher

42 le a r n i n g  lo ca te d  i n  M i ssou r i ;

43 (1 0) A n  in d iv id u a l em p lo y ed  as a d ir ec to r  o f sp ec ia l ed u ca tio n  a t

44 a  sch oo l d i str i c t l oca te d  i n  M i ssou r i ;

45 (1 1) A  sp eech  an d  la n gu age p a th o lo g i st;

46 (1 2) A  d i agn osti c i an ;

47 (1 3) A  m en ta l h ea lt h  p r ov i d er ;

48 (1 4) A  p r i m ar y  ca r e p h y si c i an ;

49 (1 5) T h r ee p a r en ts  o f in d i v i d u a ls  w i th  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er ,

50 i n c l u di n g on e pa r en t  o f  an  i n di vi du al  u n de r  t h e ag e of  e i gh t een  an d

51 on e p a r en t o f a n  i n d i v i d u a l o v er  th e age o f e i gh te en ;

52 (1 6) On e i n d i v i d u a l w i th  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er ;

53 (17) A  repre sent at ive f rom  a n  inde pe nde nt  privat e pro vider or

54 n on -p r o fi t p r ov i d er  o r  o r gan i za ti on .

55 The m em ber s of  t he c om m i ssi on,  ot her  t han  t he mem be rs fr om  t he

56 gene ral  assem bl y an d ex- of f i ci o m em ber s, shal l  be appoi nt ed by t he

57 gover nor  wit h t he advi ce and co ns ent  of  t he senat e. A c hair o f t he

58 co m m i ssi on shal l  be sel ect ed by t he mem ber s of  t he c om m i ssi on. Of  t he
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59 m em b er s f ir st ap p o in te d  to  the  com m iss io n  b y  the  gov er n o r , h a lf  sh a ll

60 ser ve  a  t er m  o f  t wo y ea r s an d h al f  sh al l  ser ve  a  t er m  o f  on e year , an d

61 the r ea fter , m em b er s sh a ll se r v e a  ter m  o f tw o  y ea r s. M em b er s sh a ll

62 con t i n u e t o serve u n t i l  t h ei r  su ccessor  i s du l y ap po i n t ed  an d

63 qua l i f i ed. Any vac anc y on  t he com m i ssi on shal l  be f i l l ed i n t he s am e

64 m ann er as  t he o ri gi nal  appoi nt m ent . M em ber s shal l  serve  on  t he

65 com m is si on w it hout com pe nsat ion but  m ay be reim bur sed  fo r t heir

66 ac t ual  an d nec essary  expen ses f rom m on eys appropri at ed t o t he

67 d ep ar tm en t o f m en ta l h ea lt h .

68 4. T h e m embe r s o f  t h e comm i ssi on  sh al l  con si st  o f  a  b road

69 repr esent at i on of  Mis sour i  c i t i zens , bot h u rb an  a nd r ur al , who ar e

70 co nc ern ed wit h t he h eal t h a nd qu al i t y of  l i f e f or i ndi vi dual s wit h

71 au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er .

72 5. The c om m i ssi on shal l  m ake r eco m m endat i ons  f or devel oping

73 a  com p r eh en si v e sta te w i d e p la n  fo r  an  i n te g r a te d  sy ste m  o f t r a i n i n g ,

74 t r ea t me n t , a n d  ser v i ces f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s o f  a l l  ages w i t h  au t i sm s p ec t r u m

75 di sorder . By J ul y 1,  2009 , t he c om m i ssi on shal l  i ssue pr el i m i nar y

76 fi n d i n gs an d  r ecom m en d a ti on s to  th e gen er a l a ssem b ly .

77 6. I n pr epari ng t he s t at e pl an,  t he c om m i ssi on shal l  speci f i ca l l y

78 p er fo r m  th e fo ll ow i n g  r esp on si b i li ti es an d  r ep o r t o n  th em  acco r d i n g ly ,

79 i n  con ju n c ti on  w i th  sta te  agen c i es an d  th e O ff i ce o f A u ti sm  Ser v i ces:

80 (1) St u dy  an d r ep or t  on  t h e m ean s f or  de ve l op i n g a coo r di n at ed

81 sys t em of  car e de l i ve r y ac r oss t h e st at e t o ad dr ess t h e i n c r ea sed  an d

82 in c r easin g  p r esen ce o f a u tism  sp ec tru m  d iso r d er  an d  en su r e tha t

83 re sou rce s ar e cre ated , w ell -util ized , an d  ap p ro p r ia te ly sp re ad  acr oss

84 th e sta te ;

85 (a) D et erm ine t he nee d f or t he creati on of  add it ional  cent ers f or

86 di ag n ost i c  exc el l en ce i n  de si gn at ed  sect ors  o f  t h e st at e, wh i ch  cou l d

87 pr ov i de  c l i n i cal  ser vi ces, i n c l u di n g assessm en t , dia gn oses, an d

88 tr ea tm en t o f p a ti en ts ;

89 (b) P lan  f o r  eff ective ly ev alua t ing  re gio na l serv ice  ar eas

90 thr ou gh ou t t h e sta te  an d  t h eir  ca p ac ity , in c lu d in g  ou tlin in g  p er son n el

91 an d  sk ills tha t ex ist w ith in  the  ser v ic e a r ea , o the r  ca p ab ilitie s th a t

92 ex i st, a n d  r esou r ce n eed s th a t m ay  b e u n m et;

93 (c) As sess t h e n eed  f o r  ad d i t i on a l  b eh av i o r a l  i n t er v en t i on

94 ca pabi l i t i es an d,  as  nec essary , t he means  f or expandi ng t hos e

95 cap ab i li ti es i n  a  r eg i on a l s er v i ce a r ea ;
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96 (d) Devel op r eco m m enda t ions  f or expandi ng t hes e serv i ces  i n

97 co nj unc t i on wit h h ospi t al s af t er co ns i deri ng t he res our ces  t hat  exi st  i n

98 t erm s of  speci al t y c l i ni cs  an d hos pi t al s, an d hos pi t al  i npat i ent  care

99 cap ab i li ti es;

100 (2) Co n du c t  an  assessm en t  of  t h e ne ed  f or  coo r di n at ed , en h an ced

101 and t arg et ed s peci al  educ at i on ca pabi l i t i es w i t hi n ea ch  r egi on of  t he

102 sta te ;

103 (3) Devel op a rec om m end at i on f or enl i st i ng appropr i at e

104 uni ver si t i es an d co l l eges  t o en sur e suppor t  an d co l l ab or ati on i n

105 devel opi ng cer t i f i ca t i on or degre e prog rams f or st udents sp eci al i z i ng

106 in aut i sm  spect ru m  di sorder  i nt erv ent i on. Thi s m ay i nc l ude deg re e

107 p r og r am s i n  ed u ca ti on , sp ec i a l ed u ca ti on , soc i a l w o r k , an d  p sy ch o lo gy ;

108 an d

109 (4 ) O th er  r esp on si b i li ti es m ay  i n c lu d e b u t n o t b e li m i te d  to :

110 (a) Pr ov i de  r ecomm en da t i on s r eg ar di n g t r ai ning pr og r ams  an d

111 th e con te n t o f t r a i n i n g  p r og r am s b ei n g  d ev elo p ed ;

112 (b ) R ecom m en d  in d iv id u a ls to  p a r tici p a te  in  a  co m m itte e o f

113 m ajo r  sta k eh o ld er s ch a r ged  w i th  d ev elo p i n g  sc r een i n g , d i agn o st i c ,

114 assessm en t, a n d  tr ea tm en t s ta n d ar d s fo r  M i ssou r i ;

115 (c ) Par t i c i pa t e i n  r ecomm en di n g a pa nel of  q u al i f i ed

116 pr of essi on al s an d e xp er t s t o r ev i ew e xi st i n g m od el s o f  evi de n ce- based

117 ed u ca ti on a l p r ac ti ces fo r  ad ap ta ti on  sp ec i fi c  to  M i ssou r i ;

118 (d) Exam i ne t he b arr i ers t o acc ur at e i nf ormat i on of  t he

119 preva l enc e of  ind ividu al s wit h a ut i sm  spect ru m  di sorder  ac ros s t he

120 st at e and  recom m end  a process f or accurat e rep ort ing of  dem ograp hic

121 d a ta ;

122 (e) Exp l or e t h e n eed f or  t h e c r ea t i on  o f  i n t er ag en cy cou n c i l s an d

123 ev al u at i on  o f  cu r r en t  cou n c i l s t o en su r e a compr eh en si ve , coo r di n at ed

124 sy ste m  o f c a r e fo r  a ll  i n d i v i d u a ls  w i th  au ti sm  sp ec tr u m  d i so r d er .

T


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

